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CITY COUNCIL SPECIAL MEETING 
BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS SUMMIT 

MINUTES 
 

February 10, 2015 
 

 
 
Councilor Gudman called the special City Council meeting to order at 6:04 p.m. on 
February 10, 2015, at the West End Building, 4101 Kruse Way, Lake Oswego. 
 
Present: Councilors Bowerman, Buck, Gudman, Gustafson, and Manz 
 
Excused:  Mayor Studebaker and Council President O’Neill 
 
Staff Present:   Scott Lazenby, City Manager; David Powell, City Attorney; Catherine 

Schneider, City Recorder; Jordan Wheeler, Deputy City Manager; Bill Baars, 
Library Director; Scot Siegel, Planning and Building Director; Ann Adrian, 
Adult Community Center Manager; Amanda Owings, Traffic Engineer; Paul 
Espe, Associate Planner 

______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Councilor Gudman opened the meeting welcomed everyone to the meeting. He made apologies 

for Mayor Studebaker and Council President Skip O’Neill who both had to be out of town. 

He called on 50+ Board Chair Gene Arnold. Mr. Arnold thanked Councilor Gudman and the 

members of Council for having this meeting. Mr. Arnold announced that the 50+ Advisory Board 

is proud to say that the Elder Playground project is finally being built. He briefly described what 

an Elder Playground is and highlighted the “Vial of Life” program that the Board instituted over 

the last year. Mr. Arnold described some of the upcoming outreach initiatives of the Board for 

2015 and praised the Adult Community Center’s national certification accomplishment. 

Brent Ahrend, Chair of the Development Review Commission, gave an introductory overview of 

the work of the Commission. He explained that the DRC is a quasi-judicial body and is in charge 

of reviewing Land Use cases and shared that the commission reviewed 24 cases last year. He 

highlighted their work on some large cases, including the Wizer Project. 

Historic Resources Advisory Board (HRAB) Chair Jeanie McGuire shared information on HRAB’s 

work in 2014, highlighting the Worker’s Cottage. Vice Chair Charlene Green detailed the 

upcoming Phase 3 of improvements to the Worker’s Cottage. Ms. McGuire and Ms. Green 

discussed the dedication of the Hazalia Trail and Landmark Designation Program. They 

highlighted the City’s participation in National Historic Month. Ms. McGuire also discussed the 



      
 

 

City Council Special Meeting Minutes Page 2 of 4 
February 10, 2015 

 
 

historic Headgate project and the upcoming make-over of HRAB’s Farmer’s Market booth. Ms. 

Green detailed the Board’s plans to bring forth an ordinance governing historic demolitions.  

Scott Lazenby, City Manager, introduced the City Staff in attendance.  

Maria Menagin, Vice Chair, of the Library Advisory Board, discussed the charge of the Library 

Advisory Board. Ms. Menagin detailed the LAB goals that have staffing and funding implications. 

She highlighted the LO Reads Program as a community building program and suggested that city 

funding would help support a community asset. Ms. Menagin also discussed the current staffing 

levels in the Library. She noted that staffing levels have decreased and suggested that there is a 

limit to how much work can be done by qualified volunteers as opposed to paid professional staff 

members. She indicated that the LAB will continue to advocate for at least the present level of 

staffing. Citing the Library building’s poor condition, Ms. Menagin proclaimed the need for 

continued investment. She also described the possible expansion of the Library’s presence 

throughout the city.  

Charles Collins, Chair of the Budget Committee, asked Ms. Menagin to elaborate on the need 

for additional funding for Lake Oswego Reads.  

Ms. Menagin indicated that part of the goal of a city contribution would be symbolic. She also 

suggested that additional money could help with additional programming.  

Dave Beckett, of the Budget Committee, asked for elaboration on what “pageable” stacks means. 

Ms. Menagin explained that in order to keep materials in storage available, there has to be room 

for staff to retrieve them; if they are boxed up they are essentially lost to the collection.  

Todd Van Rysselberghe, Co-chair of the Natural Resources Advisory Board (NRAB), described 

the charge of the Natural Resources Advisory Board. He also highlighted elements of the Board’s 

work in 2014. He introduced Heidi Schrimsher to highlight the Board’s goals for 2015. Ms. 

Schrimsher discussed the Board’s excitement about having recently established the Friends of 

Woodmont Park. She indicated that the Board is happy to have a new volunteer coordinator to 

help organize work parties. Ms. Schrimsher described the Board’s work to continue to designate 

Heritage Trees. Responding to a question, Ms. Schrimsher explained that responsibility for the 

care of the tree stays with the owner. Mr. Van Rysselberghe affirmed the magnificence of the 

city’s heritage trees are and recommended the City’s map and annual bike ride to visit the 

designated trees.  

Steve Dodds, Co-chair, of the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board (PRAB), shared that PRAB 

has been very focused on the Parks Plan 2025 and the Lusher Area Master Plan. He shared that 

the Board initiated the “Deep Dive.” He described the Board’s work related to the Sensitive Lands 

Program and discussed the upcoming program, “Live Well in LO.” Mr. Dodds highlighted the 

Board’s work relative to the Golf course and detailed the Board’s goals for 2015. Emphasizing 

that the Board shares the City’s concern about planning and caring for existing Parks 
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infrastructure, Mr. Dodds indicated that PRAB feels strongly these needs must be considered in 

the City’s Budget process. 

Dave Berg, Vice Chair of the Budget Committee, asked Mr. Dodds if he thought there was a 

conflict between the Parks 2025 plan and the City’s limited funds.  

Randy Arthur, Chair of the Planning Commission, shared a bit of background about the 

functioning and charge of the Planning Commission. He explained that the Commission has dual 

role as the Commission for Citizen Involvement. He highlighted several of the major Planning 

projects in which the Planning Commission reviewed and made recommendations to the City 

Council.  

Vice-Chair Ed Brockman extolled the diverse backgrounds on the Planning Commission. He 

described the collegiality and seriousness in purpose of the Commission’s work. Mr. Brockman 

noted some of the issues currently before the Commission, including platted lots and multiple 

duplexes. He also indicated that his fellow Commissioner, John LaMotte is working on downtown 

parking issues. He mentioned that the Tree Code is also still a project before the Commission. 

For new possible projects, he listed annexation policy; Comprehensive Plan and Code alignment; 

Downtown Development Standards; neighborhood zoning relative to future annexation; 

Residential Infill Design issues; Historic preservation incentives.  

Mr. Arthur invited participation at meetings, and viewing on TV at home.  

Gary Hanifan, Co-chair of the Sustainability Advisory Board (SAB), shared that he lives in First 

Addition and thanked the other Boards for their information tonight.  Mr. Hanifan shared that the 

charge of the SAB is to advise and make recommendations to the City Council relative to the 

sustainability of the city as a whole, the sustainability of City operations, and to provide education 

and outreach to the community. He highlighted the ways in which the SAB has done all three in 

2014. For 2015 he suggested the Board’s goals will be similar but with possibly a sharper focus. 

He noted that the Board views their work and policy recommendations through the lens of a triple-

bottom line of environmental, social, and economic impact. He suggested that for 2015, the SAB 

will be focused on collaborating with other Boards and Commissions, establishing a high-

performance building standard, and continuing the work around sustainable City operations. He 

cited several events and programs the Board will continue to sponsor in 2015.  

Don McHarness, chair of the Transportation Advisory Board, noted that the Board’s chief 

accomplishment of 2014 was the recommendation and adoption of the Transportation System 

Plan (TSP). He discussed the criteria and priority for reviewing the TSP. He also discussed the 

sources for the projects identified in the Plan. He noted the discrepancy between costs of the 

identified projects and typical budget allocations. Mr. McHarness described the Board’s 2015 

goals including continuing to participate in the SW Corridor Project and collaborating with the SAB 

on the 100-Mile Challenge. Mr. McHarness suggested that the potential bike/pedestrian path 

along the Willamette Shoreline could be a shared use between a trolley and bicycles and 
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pedestrians if for example, one day a week was dedicated to trolley use and other days set aside 

for pedestrian and bike use.  

Charles Collins, Chair of the Budget Committee, introduced Vice-Chair Dave Berg. Mr. Berg 

discussed some of the basics, and limitations, of the City’s budget. He noted that each year the 

Budget Committee has limited discretionary funds to appropriate and suggested that each board 

chair or vice chair attend the Budget Committee meetings. After observing that the area of delayed 

maintenance is always of importance, he referred to the City’s full-time equivalent (FTE) count 

and employee salaries as a major cost driver in the City’s budget.  

Mr. Dodds suggested that cutting staff, at least in the case of Parks, has been done to “the bone” 

and more cuts potentially endanger the life of the limb.  

Mr. Berg suggested that the chief challenge of the next administration will be to manage the 

needs of an aging community.  

Mr. Dodd suggested that the pendulum will swing again and that we should try to promote life in 

Lake Oswego for young families.  

Councilor Gudman asked his fellow Council-members if they had anything to add. Each 

Councilor thanked everyone for coming and for their service.  

After a reminder about a meeting for the SW Employment Area Plan, Councilor Gudman 
adjourned the meeting at 7:45 p.m. 
 
 
 

          Respectfully submitted, 

 

        

  Catherine Schneider, City Recorder 

 

 

 

  
  
  
 
 
 

APPROVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL: 

ON      

      

Kent Studebaker, Mayor 

 

 

 

Kent Studebaker    /s/    

Kent Studebaker, Mayor 
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