
 

 
 
TO: Kent Studebaker, Mayor 
 Members of the City Council 
 
FROM: Transportation Advisory Board 
 Richard Nys, Chair 
 Mike Peebles, Vice Chair 
 
SUBJECT: TAB 2017 Accomplishments and 2018 Goals 
 
DATE: December 22, 2017 
 
 
The Transportation Advisory Board would like to thank City Council for this opportunity to share 
last year’s accomplishments and the goals for the coming year. 
 
CHARGE STATEMENT 
The Transportation Advisory Board (TAB) was created in 1995 and our charge statement was 
updated in 1999. TAB’s duties are to: 1) Provide service concerning the Transportation System 
Plan; 2) Review and make recommendations regarding Transportation Capital Improvement 
Projects; 3) Provide advice to the coordination of planning and programming of transportation 
projects and funding with other governmental agencies and private interest; and 4) Make 
recommendations to the City Council on transportation issues in general. 
 
TAB 2017 Accomplishments 

• Advocated, via testimony and written letter, for City Council to implement a funding 
source or support funding for transportation-related projects, especially small bicycle-
pedestrian projects that complete connections.  

• Provided input on the Transportation System Development Charge project. 
• Received testimony and provided feedback on the upcoming Boones Ferry Road project. 
• Heard public comments on requests for improved bicycle/pedestrian facilities. 
• Attended meetings with Waluga and McVey-South Shore Neighborhood Associations to 

discuss transportation projects. 
• Provided valuable input on the Botticelli paving project. 
• Provided insightful comments to staff on current construction projects with 

transportation elements. 
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TAB 2018 Goals 
• Advise Council on important transportation capital improvement projects. 
• Identify a “small projects list” and make a funding request to City Council and budget 

committee for the 2018-2019 budget cycle. 
• Continue to work towards an interim solution to enhance Iron Mountain Boulevard for 

bicycle and pedestrian safety. 
• Highway 43: investigate options for bicycle wayfinding signage.  
• Continue to reach out to neighborhood associations to understand their transportation 

priorities to help shape TAB’s future recommendations:  
o Request input on near term traffic concerns 
o Discuss traffic calming options unique to each neighborhood 
o Take input on the existing Transportation System Plan projects for potential 

inclusion in TAB’s “small projects list.” 
o Continue to collaborate with other organizations (both city 

boards/commissions/etc. and similar private organizations) as opportunities with 
shared interests and goals arise. For example, the Sustainability Advisory Board 
(SAB) has asked for TAB’s input on SAB’s Climate Action Plans as it relates to 
transportation issues.  

• Look for increased opportunities within current construction and pavement 
preservation projects to expand the active transportation facilities and improve safety. 

 
Transportation Advisory Board 
Richard Nys, PE, Chair 
Mike Peebles, PE, Vice Chair 
Willard Chi 
Vidya Kale 
Tom Fahey 
Howard Levine 
Roger Martin 
Michael Murray, Student Member 
Jennifer Joly, Alternate Member 
 
Staff Support 
Erica Rooney, PE (City Engineer) 
Cindy Waggener (Engineering Admin) 
Lt. Doug Treat (LOPD) 



Lake Oswego Tourism Committee Accomplishments and  
2018 Goals 

Accomplishments: 

• Recommended funding for gateway art piece. 
• Established a process to fund requests from community organizations to support their 

activities to bring more visitors to Lake Oswego.  In 2018, administration will be done in 
conjunction with the City’s Neighborhood Grant Program. 

• Recommended funding to support Lake Oswego Preservation Society’s Oregon Iron 
Jubilee and to support Oswego Heritage Council’s Auto and Boat Show.   

 

2018 Goals 

• Working with City Manager so as to align City resources with the City’s Board and 
Commissions many needs, Tourism Committee will focus on updating Visitor Action Plan 
and to make recommendations for expenditures from the Tourism Fund. 

• Tourism Fund is financially healthy so there can be a great deal of interest from across 
the city. As the citizen volunteer committee charged with recommending expenditures, 
we ask that our views and recommendations precede any allocation and commitments 
for expenditures.  Our recommendations carefully consider the purpose and limitations 
of the funds and we think the process well serves the City’s best interests.   



 

 
 
TO: Mayor Studebaker and City Council 
 
FROM: Scot Siegel, Planning and Building Services Director, Planning Commission Liaison 
 Robert Heape, Chair of Planning Commission 
 
SUBJECT: Planning Commission and Commission for Citizen Involvement Goals 2018 
 
DATE: December 22, 2017   MEETING DATE:  January 6, 2018 
 
 
The following summarizes the Planning Commission (PC) and Commission for Citizen 
Involvement (CCI) recommended projects and goals for 2018. The list was developed and vetted 
through an online public survey and two PC/CCI work sessions in November and December. 
 
PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDED GOALS/PROJECTS 

1. Amend Community Development Code (CDC) for Economical Housing, per City Council 
goal (ease restrictions on Secondary Dwellings) 
 

2. Continually Improve Citizen Involvement 
- Encourage more citizen input using online forums such a Nextdoor 
- Provide more advanced notice of items that come before the PC/CCI 
- Continue to solicit input using Public Review Drafts of legislative proposals 
- Build on grassroots efforts; “community-sourcing” of planning studies, similar to the 

process used for the Uplands Neighborhood Plan and Forest Highlands Zoning 
- Continue neighborhood tours 
- Reduce meeting length and where possible the number of meetings, without 

diminishing public involvement. 
- Review and update the Citizen Involvement Guidelines, as needed 

 
3. Review the Residential Infill Design Review (Variance) Procedure. These applications 

are infrequent, but the Commission would like to review the program and see if it is 
achieving the City’s goal of added flexibility (for single family building projects) and 
superior design. 
 

4. Review Parking Standards Citywide. This project would build on the recently completed 
Lake Grove Village Center Parking Plan, and look at parking adequacy citywide. 
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5. Continue to Assist Neighborhood Associations with Planning, beginning with a review 
of First Addition’s R-6 Zone Dimensional Standards and including maintenance of existing 
plans; e.g., review Palisades and Old Town Plans for consistency with the 2013 
Comprehensive Plan.  The Commission will continue working with the Forest Highlands 
Neighborhood Association toward implementing their neighborhood plan. 
 

6. Implement Sustainability Recommendations of Climate Action Plan. This is pending 
completion of the Action Plan.  The Commission may consider support for electrical cars, 
zero energy buildings, and other green initiatives based on the Action Plan from the 
Sustainability Advisory Board. 
 

7. Review Public Street Standard for Applicability to Infill Situations. This follows the 
Planning Commission’s recent review of flag lot standards and requirements for private 
access lanes.  The Commission may consider looking at public streets with less than 50 
feet of right of way as a possible solution. 

 
8. Conduct 2018 Planning Commission Retreat.  This is scheduled for January and will 

allow Commissioners and staff to review goals, discuss improvements, and provide 
training for both new and existing commissioners. 

 
9. 2018 Unscheduled work.  As in previous years, the Commission reserves time for 

unanticipated work items, particularly for City Council priorities. 
 
The Commission received public support through the informal goals survey to look at evaluating 
opportunities to improve coordination between the Community Development Code and the 
Tree Code.  However Council’s recommendation was not to refer this work to the Planning 
Commission; therefore, the Commission will not be pursuing it. 
 
Previously the Council and Commission have met jointly at the beginning of each year to review 
the Commission’s goals and to provide direction on a work plan. The Commission looks forward 
to meeting again in early 2018 as the Council’s schedule allows. 
 
A summary and status report on the Commission’s 2017 Work Program follows.  
 
2017 PLANNING COMMISSION WORK PROGRAM 

Planning Commission Goals 

During 2017, the Planning Commission completed work on the following projects. Goals in 
green are either complete or scheduled to conclude in January. Goals in black are in progress 
and will carry over into 2018: 

1. Lake Oswego Style Exception. The City Council adopted the Planning Commission’s 
recommended code amendment updating the design variance criteria for projects in the 
Downtown Redevelopment Design (DRD) District. [LU 17-0039] 
 

http://www.ci.oswego.or.us/planning/lu-17-0039-amendments-design-variance-criteria-developments-downtown-redevelopment-design
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2. Short-Term House Rentals. As directed by the City Council, the Planning Commission 
conducted a scoping process identifying land use concerns that should be addressed if 
the Council were to repeal the longstanding prohibition of short-term rentals in the 
city’s residential zones. Based on this input and public comment the Council decided to 
maintain the ban on short-term rentals. [PP 17-0004] 

 
3. Flag Lots and Private Access Lanes. The Planning Commission held a public hearing on 

amendments to the standards for flag lots and private access lanes on October 9 and 
November 27 and has recommended City Council approval. The Council held a study 
session on the proposal December 19, and the Council public hearing is scheduled on 
January 2, 2018. [LU 17-0052] 

 
4. Local Street Connectivity. The Planning Commission conducted a public hearing and 

recommended City Council approve a Community Development Code amendment 
adding an exception to the Local Street Connectivity Standard in LOC 50.06.003.4, 
consistent with Metro Code. The City Council conducted a public hearing on the 
proposal on December 5, 2017 and adopted the recommended code amendment. [LU 
17-0053] 
 

5. Complete Current Neighborhood Planning Projects. At the beginning of 2017, there 
were three neighborhood planning sub-goals: 

a. Make recommendation to City Council on Uplands Plan. The City Council 
adopted the Uplands Neighborhood Plan and R-10 Overlay Zone, consistent with 
the Planning Commission’s recommendation. [LU 17-0001] 

b. Review Forest Highlands Zoning. This proposal was initiated by the Forest 
Highlands Neighborhood Association, which is seeking to amend the 
Comprehensive Plan and Zoning Maps to better reflect the existing and desired 
character of Forest Highlands. It is scheduled for completion in early 2018. [LU 
17-0078] 

c. Review and update the Old Town and Palisades Neighborhood Plans for 
consistency with the 2013 Comprehensive Plan. These projects are general 
housekeeping efforts. Both are on hold due to workload capacity constraints. 

 
6. Tryon Creek Wastewater Treatment Plant (TCWTP) Overlay. The Planning Commission 

conducted a public hearing and recommended City Council approval of the proposed 
Comprehensive Plan Map and text amendment and Zoning Map amendment 
implementing the TCWTP Overlay. This proposal was initiated by the cities of Lake 
Oswego and Portland to streamline the permit process for planned upgrades to the 
TCWTP while protecting neighborhood livability and future redevelopment potential in 
the Foothills District. The proposal is scheduled for City Council consideration in early 
2018. [LU 17-0064] 

 

http://www.ci.oswego.or.us/planning/pp-17-0004-short-term-rentals
http://www.ci.oswego.or.us/planning/lu-17-0052-flag-lots-and-private-access-lanes
http://www.ci.oswego.or.us/planning/lu-17-0053-street-connectivity
http://www.ci.oswego.or.us/planning/lu-17-0053-street-connectivity
http://www.ci.oswego.or.us/planning/lu-17-0001-uplands-neighborhood-plan-and-r-10-overlay-district
http://www.ci.oswego.or.us/planning/lu-17-0078-forest-highlands-neighorhood-comprehensive-plan-map-and-zoning-map-amendments
http://www.ci.oswego.or.us/planning/lu-17-0078-forest-highlands-neighorhood-comprehensive-plan-map-and-zoning-map-amendments
http://www.ci.oswego.or.us/planning/lu-17-0064-community-development-code-and-comprehensive-plan-map-amendments-related-tryon
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7. Comprehensive Plan Map & Zoning Map Corrections – Phase 2 (Quasi-Judicial 
Amendments). This project is ensuring quality control by correcting errors on the 
Comprehensive Plan Map and Zoning Map. The City is currently completing the second 
of two phases of work. Phase 1 was a package of legislative map amendments, which 
the City Council approved last year. Phase 2 consists of quasi-judicial map amendments. 
To date, the Planning Commission has conducted public hearings and recommended City 
Council approval of five packages of amendments. Two final sets of corrections are 
scheduled for review in early 2018. [LU 17-0009, 0010, 0011, 0012, 0013, 0014, 0015; LU 
17-0022; LU 17-0024; LU 17-0050; and LU 17-0063]  

 
8. Annual CDC Amendments. The Planning Commission has held one work session on the 

Annual CDC Amendments. Due to scheduling conflicts the public hearing is scheduled 
for February. [PP 17-0006]. A secondary set of amendments relates to Accessory 
Structures’ Setbacks and Noise. [LU 17-0006] Importantly, the list of annual 
amendments, which four years ago consisted of close to 100 changes, continues to 
decrease each year as the code is refined. However, with any code there is a need for 
periodic maintenance in addition to making Council directed revisions. 

 
Other Projects/Tasks Completed in 2017: 

1. Conducted two work sessions on standardization of setbacks for accessory structures 
and buffering techniques for noise-producing accessory structures on residential lots. 
Due to scheduling issues and at the request of staff, the Planning Commission opened 
and immediately continued this hearing to January 8, 2018.  
 

2. Toured three neighborhood associations: Westlake, Rosewood, and McVey-South Shore. 
 

3. Held the annual meeting of the Commission for Citizen Involvement on December 11.  
 

4. Attended Planning Commissioners training at the League of Oregon Cities conference. 
 
One Project on Hold 

Work on the Lake Grove Village Center Design Handbook (for development review) is on hold 
pending final design of the Boones Ferry Road Improvement Project. Work on the Handbook 
should resume in 2018, as the street design will be complete and construction underway. 
 
WORKLOAD AND PROJECT MANAGEMENT 

A key workload indicator for the Planning Commission and Commission for Citizen Involvement 
is the number of meetings (work sessions and hearings) required to review new work, as there 
is a finite number of potential meetings. Another workload indicator, albeit an ‘optional’ 
function of the Planning Commission, is the number of neighborhood meetings and tours that it 
conducts; the tours typically occur on weekends and only minimal staff support is provided. The 
Planning Commission also serves as a quasi-judicial hearing body on some land use decisions,  
  

http://www.ci.oswego.or.us/boc_pc/planning-commission-131
http://www.ci.oswego.or.us/planning/lu-17-0022-zoning-map-amendment-r-3-r-75-property-located-10-touchstone
http://www.ci.oswego.or.us/planning/lu-17-0022-zoning-map-amendment-r-3-r-75-property-located-10-touchstone
http://www.ci.oswego.or.us/planning/lu-17-0024-zoning-map-and-comprehensive-plan-map-amendments-property-located-1770-and-1774
http://www.ci.oswego.or.us/planning/lu-17-0050-comprehensive-plan-map-and-zoning-map-amendments-property-located-2311-iron
http://www.ci.oswego.or.us/planning/lu-17-0063-comprehensive-plan-map-amendments-certain-properties-located-southwest
http://www.ci.oswego.or.us/planning/pp-17-0006-annual-community-development-code-amendments-2017
http://www.ci.oswego.or.us/planning/lu-17-0066-community-development-code-amendments-standardize-setbacks-noise-producing
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such as formal requests for similar use determinations and zone changes, though these are 
infrequent; these are not reflected in the workload estimates.  
 
Based on the Council’s expectations and the volume of work delegated to the Commission, it 
may be possible to reduce the number of Commission meetings from two to one per month. 
However, the City should not do this at the expense of the public process or where it would 
result in longer meetings. 
 
Planning Department Capacity 

A key staff workload indicator is the number of labor hours it takes to prepare and process the 
code amendments and other plans and proposals that come before the Planning Commission. 
Personnel from both the Long Range Planning and Development Review divisions of the 
Planning Department lead “long-range” planning projects. The Commission is supported by one 
administrative support position in Long Range Planning and the Deputy City Attorney, both of 
whom have other responsibilities within the City. 
 
Planning staff is also responsible for long-range projects and programs that do not come before 
the Planning Commission. These include Annexations, Historic Preservation, Neighborhood 
Enhancement Grants, Neighborhood Association Program, Habitat Enhancement Program, 
Capital Improvement Program, and maintenance of non-land use codes such as the Tree Code, 
Sign Code, and Building Code (including Demolitions), among others. 
 
The Planning Department currently has two planning positions in the Long-Range Planning 
Division in addition to the department director. One of those positions, a vacant Senior Planner 
position, is part-time (<40 hours/week), and only a portion of each position is allocated to 
projects that come before the Commission. During 2017, staff time from both the Long-Range 
and Development Review Divisions worked with the Planning Commission. 
 
Staff availability for long-range planning is subject to fluctuations in development activity 
because development applications are subject to state-mandated deadlines. As such, these 
projects may take priority over other work. Development began to increase in 2012 and has 
remained strong since then as indicated by the number of land use applications, building 
permits, and other types of permits that the City processes. While national economic forecasts 
vary, in the near-term the regional economy is expected to continue expanding with pent up 
demand for housing. 
 
“Lean LO” Process Improvement 

As part of our Continuous Process Improvement Program (“Lean Oswego”) we seek 
opportunities for streamlining processes, reducing overtime, and freeing up staff time for 
services and programs that are of importance to the community while meeting statutory 
requirements. This includes examining methods of delivery and new technology. 
 
Planning is a personal or professional service, not a commodity or other transaction. The 
Planning Department has considered outsourcing more projects to consultants, but ultimately 
capacity for new planning work is constrained by personnel (to manage those consultants), 



Page 6 of 6 
 
volunteer hours, including Planning Commission meetings (to review new work), and the 
public’s capacity to participate. Lake Oswego citizens expect a high level of access to city 
officials, and this can be a challenge when working with consultants. The Planning Department 
did not use any outside consultants for Planning Commission work in 2017. The consultant who 
developed the Tryon Creek Wastewater Treatment Plant Overlay in collaboration with Lake 
Oswego staff was funded through the City of Portland. 
 
The Planning Commission supports the Planning Departments efforts for “Lean LO”.  The Chair 
will work closely with staff to improve efficiency and be sensitive to costs.  The Commission 
values the services staff provides and is open to all suggestions for implementing a lean process 
without sacrificing the high expectations of citizens for the Planning Commission and the work 
it does.  The Commission is not opposed to working with consultants and relies on the direction 
that the Mayor and Council provide. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 

Review the Commission’s proposed goals and schedule a time to meet and confirm the 
Commission’s work plan. 



2018 Goals for Parks, Recreation and Natural Resources (PARKS Board) Advisory 
Board  

 
Goal 1 - With the Parks & Rec Dept, continue to review, cost and prioritize all capital improvement 

(CIP) projects.  A high priority focus on a permanent home for the Parks and Rec Dept and related 

programming, and a long term approach to the golf course. 

Goal 2 – With Parks & Rec Dept, assist in developing a potential longer term CIP funding strategy 
considering possible parks bond renewals, SDCs, vetted tourism funds, City general funds, grants, non-
strategic park property sales and private partner funding.   

 
Goal 3 – With Parks & Rec Dept, Present the prioritized projects (#1 above) and potential funding 
strategy (#2 above) to City Council for consideration and action. 

 
Goal 4 – With Parks & Rec Dept, continue work to pursue the disposition of non-strategic park owned 
properties. 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Lake Oswego Public Library 
Library Advisory Board (LAB) Goals for 2018 

 
1. Current Library Needs 
 

a. Library FTE has decreased from 37.9 in FY 2001-2002 to 33.7 for FY 2017-2018.  Actively 
advocate for maintenance of current staffing levels and maintenance of current City general 
fund contribution. 

 
2. Expand Library’s Presence Throughout City 
 

a. Efforts should be made in 2018 to enhance the Library’s presence throughout underserved areas 
of Lake Oswego. Examples could include satellite locations to pick up Library materials 
requested or on hold and/or outreach programming as well as an increased internet and social 
media presence.  A facility should also have space enough to accommodate pageable stacks of 
overflow material from the main Library. 

 
b. Develop a work plan that includes addressing facility size, collection demands, Library services, 

workload, programming and long term maintenance; this effort should include consideration of 
a long-term goal of a new Library facility to meet the community’s needs. 

 
c. As the Library explores lean process improvements the Library Advisory Board will continue to 

provide information to the public and assist in implementation under the direction of the Library 
Director. 

 
d. Continue to make effort for community outreach such as support of Library programs for 

children, teens and adults including the flagship program Lake Oswego Reads.  
 
e. Continue to provide a community center for the educational, recreational and social needs of 

the residents of Lake Oswego. 
 
 

 

Library Advisory Board 
Jessie Halligan, Chair 
Mike Hostetler, Vice Chair 
Fred Baldwin 
Lucas Brook 
Nancy Niland 
Cliff Perigo 
Ed Steinberg 

 



 

 
 
 
 

 

Lake Oswego Public Library 
Library Advisory Board (LAB) 2018 Work Plan 

 

1. Leadership Role – “LO Reads” 
 

a. Continue to play a major role in the planning and presentation of events for the LO Reads 
program. 
 

b. Continue to develop and expand the LO Reads program.  
 

c. Seek out additional private and public sponsors. 
 

2. Fundraising: 
 

a. Continue to evaluate options to raise funds in support of the Library for the endowment and 
annual fund. 
 

b. Work to raise funds, and in-kind donations, for the LO Reads program. 
 

3. Build & Support Library Partnerships: 
 

a. Increase community awareness of Library activities, programs, and services via participation in 
Farmers’ Market, ballot collecting and participating in other City events. 
 

b.  Assist the City and Library staff in communicating and educating community members about 
Library issues as well as advocating for Library programs and services. 
 

c. Help coordinate activities among the Friends of the Lake Oswego Library, community groups and 
city committees as they relate to Library activities. 
 

d. Continue to build and develop the Library’s mailing list of past volunteers, former Library 
Advisory Board members, and interested constituents to share news and event information. 
 

e. In response to community needs, continue to advocate for support for Library Programs and 
Services, and appropriate repair of our current Library building. 
 

f. Continue to explore alternatives for a new Library facility. 
 

g. Continue to monitor the appropriate use of the funds reserved for the Library in the General 
Fund. 

 

Library Advisory Board 
Jessie Halligan, Chair 
Mike Hostetler, Vice Chair 
Fred Baldwin 
Lucas Brook 
Nancy Niland 
Cliff Perigo 
Ed Steinberg 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Lake Oswego Public Library 
Library Advisory Board (LAB) 2017 Annual Report 

 

1. “LO Reads” Program 
 

a. LAB members served on the LO Reads Steering Committee. 
 

b. Assisted in the event brainstorming and planning. Continue to help develop and expand 
program. 
 

c. Attend and support the LO Reads events.  
 

2. Fundraising 
 

a. Continue to educate community on the many possible ways of supporting the library now 
and for future generations. 
 

b. Solicited local businesses and library constituents for gifts to the endowment and annual 
funds. 
 

c. Assisted with raising funds and seeking donated gifts for the LO Reads program. 
 

3. Community Outreach/Partnerships 
 

a. Staffed a table regularly at the Lake Oswego Farmers Market, answering questions about the 
Library. 
 

b. Welcomed public at library events; shared the purpose of the LAB and opportunities to 
become more involved in the Library and support its mission and goals. 
 

4. Accomplishments 
 

a. Completed installation of Automated Materials Handling machine and process. 
 

b. Initiated Radio Frequency Identification Tag installation for Clackamas County Library 
System. In-house work was done utilizing 68 Library volunteers and staff including Library 
Advisory Board members. Estimated savings of over $60,000 by not outsourcing the 
operation. 

 

c. LAB supported the design of the Brian Doyle contemplative garden area and celebrated first 
annual birthday celebration for the beloved late author.  
 

Library Advisory Board 
Jessie Halligan, Chair 
Mike Hostetler, Vice Chair 
Fred Baldwin 
Lucas Brook 
Nancy Niland 
Cliff Perigo 
Ed Steinberg 



 

 
TO: Kent Studebaker, Mayor  
 Members of the City Council    

FROM: Historic Resources Advisory Board 
Scot Siegel, Director, Planning and Building Services Department 
Paul Espe, Associate Planner, Historic Resources Advisory Board Liaison      

SUBJECT: Historic Resources Advisory Board Goals for 2018-2019 

DATE: February 8, 2018   
 
 
INTRODUCTION 

This memorandum presents the Historic Resources Advisory Board’s (HRAB) accomplishments in 
2017 and draft proposed goals for 2018-2019.   Most of these projects will take a year to complete 
but some of them will extend beyond 2018.      

Oregon’s post-recession building boom, particularly within the Portland Metro area, highlights the 
critical role that historic preservation plays in contributing to community authenticity. 

HRAB is a seven-member citizen advisory body appointed by the City Council. HRAB also has one 
additional non-voting youth member. Members meet each month to promote and foster the 
historic, educational, architectural, cultural, economic, and general welfare of the public through 
the identification, preservation, restoration, and protection of those structures, sites, objects, and 
districts of historic and cultural interest within the city.  

HRAB also serves as a quasi-judicial land use decision-making body; in this role, HRAB conducts 
public hearings and makes decisions on applications/proposals to designate historic landmarks, 
remove landmark designations, review minor and major alterations, create or modify historic 
districts, and demolish or move a historic landmark, among other actions. HRAB currently 
operates with approximately 0.30 FTE professional planner support, plus administrative support.  
HRAB has met monthly up until 2018 but have recently agreed with Council to change their 
meeting schedule from holding monthly meetings to meetings every other month, which should 
free up staff time to work on other projects of importance to the community.    
 
COMPLETED PROJECTS  

Landmark Designation List (LDL) Survey Updates - Completed  

The Intensive Level Survey Updates of all of the City’s Historic Landmark properties have been 
completed. These updates have been posted to the city website and will augment the body of 
information about Lake Oswego’s history within its regional historic context while making a 
meaningful contribution to the statewide database of historic properties maintained by the State 
Historic Preservation Office. 
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Historic Resources Advisory Board – Goals 2018-2019  

 

 
Hazelia Agri-Cultural Heritage Trail - Completed 

In 2014, HRAB members formed a working group with other community members who began 
research and preliminary planning on the Hazelia Agri-Cultural Heritage Trail (HACHT) to be 
located in the Stafford Road and Luscher Farm Area. The HACHT group, with the support of the 
Lake Oswego Parks and Recreation Department, has completed the Heritage Trail venue. The 
interpretive panels have been installed and the brochures that describe the trial have been 
completed. The brochures were designed by and funded by the Certified Local Government (CLG) 
Grant     
 
Iron Workers Cottage - Completed 

The Iron Worker’s Cottage at 40 Wilbur Street is one of the key sites along the Oswego Iron 
Heritage Trail. It is the only remaining restored example of the type of housing that was common 
for iron workers at the height of the iron industry in Oswego. In 2016, in a partnership with the 
City, the Lake Oswego Preservation Society (LOPS) submitted the successful proposal to occupy 
the Worker’s Cottage. In 2017, the final restoration phase was completed, and City staff approved 
a conditional use permit submitted by LOPS to occupy the Workers Cottage for its use as an 
exhibit and meeting space which opened in the spring of 2017.  The parking facility, ADA access, 
landscaping and pathway construction were completed prior to LOPS occupancy. In November 
2017, the Iron Worker’s Cottage received the “DeMuro Award” from Restore Oregon for the City’s 
preservation efforts.        
 
PROJECT GOALS  

1. Historic Preservation Grant   

The Historic Resources Advisory Board (HRAB) is proposing to continue the Historic Preservation 
Grant program and the yearly funding allocation of $10,000. This program has been very popular 
with historic home owners and provides a meaningful contribution to their restoration efforts. 
Two to three property owners per year receive these grants and have made significant repairs to 
their historic homes.            

a. Last year, the Historic Preservation Grant Program supported window renovations for 
17901 Stafford Road (The Carter House) and 257 Iron Mountain Blvd., (the Davidson 
House).  The renovations for the Davidson House are complete and the Carter House is 
expected to be completed by June 1, 2018.    

b. This year’s grant could provide rehabilitation funding for up to three property owners on 
the City’s Landmark Designation List.  

c. In anticipation of receiving this funding, HRAB would like to initiate the grant application 
process in the early spring and approve the applications conditionally upon future funding 
approval by the Citizens Budget Committee and City Council. 
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Historic Resources Advisory Board – Goals 2018-2019  

 

 
2. Landmark Designation Assistance and Streamlining    

HRAB wishes to streamline the City’s Landmark Designation process and make it more user-
friendly.    

a. Owners of historic properties who are interested in designating their homes on the City’s 
landmark list (LDL) have asked for assistance with research and the land use approval 
process.  

b. HRAB is interested in making the process more user-friendly by revising the current 
preliminary application for designation. HRAB members would also like to assist in 
conducting the necessary research for designation on the City’s Landmark list.   

c. A new brochure is proposed to describe the designation process and provide information 
about researching your historic property.     
 

3. Technical Assistance with Exterior Alterations     

HRAB would like to streamline the process for exterior alterations and provide assistance to 
historic property owners with their home renovations before they hire an architect (or designer) 
and apply for a preapplication with the City.        

a. Historic preservation involves the application of subjective standards. Some alteration 
projects become very complicated and lengthy. HRAB members would like to reduce 
unnecessary complications and shorten the permit process by providing more information 
earlier in the process (before the preapplication stage).       

b. Historic property owners should have enough flexibility to make necessary changes to their 
buildings that allow modern features for adaptive re-use, while maintaining historic 
integrity.   

c. A new brochure (to be combined with the designation brochure) is proposed to describe 
the process for exterior alteration and provide key technical information.     
 

4. Proposed Historic Preservation Code Changes  

HRAB proposes to amend the City Historic Preservation Code to be consistent with the recently 
adopted amendments to OAR 660-023-0200, "Historic Resources”.  The Land Conservation and 
Development Commission adopted amendments to OAR 660-023-0200, the Historic Resources 
rule, at its January 27, 2017, meeting. This rule implements the portion of Statewide Planning Goal 
5, Natural Resources, Scenic and Historic Areas, and Open Spaces, relating to historic resource 
sites and is summarized below:    

a. Achieve a well-articulated base level of protection for historic resources listed in the 
National Register of Historic Places (National Register) that can be applied directly without 
the need to amend local codes. Currently, Lake Oswego has 15 National Register 
landmarks. 

b. Clarify the circumstances under which the owner consent provisions in ORS 197.772(1) 
apply to resources listed in the National Register. 

http://arcweb.sos.state.or.us/pages/rules/oars_600/oar_660/660_023.html
https://services.oregon.gov/LCD/docs/goals/goal5.pdf
https://services.oregon.gov/LCD/docs/goals/goal5.pdf
https://www.nps.gov/nr/
https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/bills_laws/ors/ors197.html
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c. Better explain how the standard Goal 5 process described in OAR 660-023-0030 through 
0050 is augmented by the Secretary of the Interior's Standards and Guidelines for 
Archeology and Historic Preservation, published by the National Park Service (NPS). 

d. Clarify who has standing under the owner consent provisions of ORS 197.772(2) and 
highlight an alternate path for removing a local historic designation. 

HRAB is also proposing to incorporate the Secretary of Interior Standards for rehabilitation as a 
part of these code changes. 

 
5. Public Outreach and Awards Ceremoney  

HRAB would like to continue with the public outreach and awards ceremony program. Which 
would include holding the “Second Annual Preservation Expo”. The focus was on helping 
homeowners understand the importance of their old home and provide resources and technical 
information on rehabilitation. Staff time on this program was minimal, and HRAB secured all of the 
sponsors and expenses. HRAB would like to expand this event in 2018 with more vendors and a 
workshop that specifically highlights a few treatments such as windows, insulation, and/or how to 
identify architecturally significant features of a house. 

 Each year, HRAB celebrates National Preservation Month in May by:  

a. Presenting a “Preservation Merit Award” to a distinguished member of the community 
who has made significant contributions to the field of preservation.  

b. Issuing new (or revised) bronze house plaques to (LDL) property owners.    

c. Preparing annual letters with information about the city’s preservation program to LDL 
property owners and the real estate community.   

d. Holding their second annual “Your House Matters Expo” similar to the last year’s program.  
 

6. Farmers Market  

HRAB would like to continue with their participation with the Farmers Market during the summer 
months. For many years HRAB has hosted a display booth at the Lake Oswego Farmer’s Market.  
This is another way that HRAB increases provides public outreach and increases its visibility to 
promote preservation in Lake Oswego.  
 
7. Certified Local Government Grant  

HRAB desires to continue participating in the State and Federal Certified Local Government 
Program for the continuation of HRAB projects and the city’s preservation program.  

The Certified Local Government (CLG) Grant provided by the State Historic Preservation Office 
(SHPO) helps offset some of these program expenses. HRAB recommends that staff apply for the 
next available CLG Grant (along with other grants) to provide matching funding for the 
continuation of HRAB projects and the city’s preservation program for the FY 2018-2019 budget. 

a. Use the CLG program and city match funding for National Historic Preservation Month and 
other outreach activities. 

b. Continue providing educational opportunities for HRAB members.   
 

https://services.oregon.gov/LCD/docs/goals/goal5.pdf
http://arcweb.sos.state.or.us/pages/rules/oars_600/oar_660/660_023.html
https://www.nps.gov/history/local-law/arch_stnds_0.htm
https://www.nps.gov/history/local-law/arch_stnds_0.htm
https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/bills_laws/ors/ors197.html


 

 
 
TO: Mayor Kent Studebaker, City of Lake Oswego Council Members 
 
FROM: Ronald Matthews, Chairperson, 50+ Advisory Board 
 
SUBJECT: 50+ Advisory Board Goals for 2018 
 
DATE: January 2, 2018 
 
 
The 50+ Advisory Board members met on December 28, 2017 and approved the following goals 
for 2018: 
 
1.  Establish working relationships with organizations which can help older citizens maintain the 
livability of their homes. 
 
2.  Determine locations in our city for 50+ citizens to live and identify ways this advisory board 
can make aging in place possible in Lake Oswego. 
 
3.  Understand the priorities and the appropriate actionable needs of the 50+ by reaching out 
to the following organizations: 
          1.  Business organizations 
          2.  Civic groups 
          3.  Churches 
          4.  Meals-On-Wheels 
          5.  LO Parks and Recreation Department 
 
4.  Improve transportation services and reduce cost for our 50+citizens by increasing their 
understanding of Uber and Lyft potential plus support establishing and improving bus and 
shuttle services within the city. 
 
5.  Identify ways that the 50+ Advisory Board can better serve 50+ living in senior centers. 
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