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Neighborhood Livability 
It is the policy of the Lake Oswego City Council to preserve the character of 
existing established residential neighborhoods. How this will be done will be 
decided by the City Council in consultation with residents of the neighborhood 
and neighborhood association representatives, while keeping in mind the 
property rights of owners or buyers who are interested in improving their 
property. 
 
Preservation of Assets 
The City Council places a priority on maintenance and upgrade of existing 
facilities and capital assets. A strategy for funding operation and maintenance 
will be identified before new facilities are acquired or constructed. Reasonable 
long term replacement and major repair costs should be set aside in the 
operating budget. 
 
Annexation 
The City Council supports the policy of “friendly annexation” of residential areas. 
Annexation will be with the consent of the owners of affected residential 
properties, even if this results in the short term in irregular boundaries or 
islands of unincorporated areas. The City may, however, take an active role in 
the annexation of developed commercial and industrial property within Lake 
Oswego’s urban service area. 
 
Economic Development 
A thriving business community builds the city’s property tax base, provides jobs 
for Lake Oswego residents, and provides goods and services for residents. The 
City of Lake Oswego will actively encourage business investment and expansion 
by: 

• Reducing regulatory barriers (complexity, time and cost in processing 
applications, amount and scope of regulations) wherever possible, without 
sacrificing community aesthetics and livability. 

• Responding quickly to business expansion and relocation inquiries. 
• Providing information, in partnership with other economic development 

organizations, that assists in business location decisions. 
• Financial or land use incentives when warranted by the benefits to the 

city provided by the new or growing business, as decided on a case-by-
case basis by the City Council. 



 
New Fees and Taxes 
Any new fee or tax, or an expansion of scope of an existing fee, will be 
considered only if the fee or tax will be dedicated to a specific purpose. The City 
Council will monitor the use of the fee or tax to ensure that the benefits 
outweigh the cost. 
 
Property Rights 
The City Council affirms its responsibility to protect the rights of property 
owners while recognizing the need to comply with State and regional land use 
and environmental standards.  These standards will be applied locally in a fair 
and equitable manner that respects citizens' use and enjoyment of their 
property while meeting the intent of State and regional standards and goals. 


