
 

NOTICE OF RECEIPT OF BALLOT TITLE FOR THE NOVEMBER 8, 2016 ELECTION 

 

A ballot title for a measure referred by the Lake Oswego City Council to voters at the November 8, 2016 
Election was filed with the Lake Oswego Elections Officer on June 14, 2016.   
 
Any elector may file a petition for review of the ballot title in the Clackamas County Circuit Court no 
later than 5:00 p.m. June 23, 2016 (the 7th business day after the ballot title was filed with the City 
Elections Officer) under ORS 250.296.  The elector must notify the City Elections Officer (City Recorder) 
in writing that the petition has been filed.  That notice must be given no later than 5:00 p.m. on the next 
business day following the day the petition is filed.   
 
The ballot title is: 
 
CAPTION: PROHIBITS CERTAIN MARIJUANA PRODUCTION AND SALES FACILITIES IN LAKE OSWEGO 
 
QUESTION: Shall Lake Oswego prohibit medical marijuana processors and dispensaries, and 

recreational marijuana producers, processors, wholesalers and retailers, within the city? 
 
SUMMARY: State law allows operation of registered medical marijuana processing sites and 

dispensaries, and licensed recreational marijuana producers, processors, wholesalers, 
and retailers.  State law also authorizes cities to adopt ordinances, to be referred to city 
voters, prohibiting establishment of any of these activities. The Lake Oswego City 
Council has adopted Ordinance 2689 banning each of these activities within the city. 

 
Approval of this measure approves Ordinance 2689 and prohibits medical marijuana 
processing sites and dispensaries, and recreational marijuana producers, processors, 
wholesalers and retailers, in Lake Oswego.  The city would be ineligible for distributions 
of state marijuana tax revenues.       
 
Disapproval of this measure disapproves Ordinance 2689 and allows these marijuana 
facilities to be established in the city subject to state regulations on location and 
operation, and subject to the city’s zoning and licensing regulations.  As of the date of 
the referral of this measure, the city was considering adopting additional location and 
operation regulations that could be applied to marijuana facilities if this measure does 
not pass. 
 

For more information contact the City Recorder/City Elections Officer at (503) 534-4225. 



EXPLANATORY STATEMENT 

Approval of this measure prohibits establishing or operating the following state-licensed or 
state-registered marijuana facilities within the City of Lake Oswego: 

• Medical Marijuana Processing Sites (compounding or converting marijuana into medical 
cannabinoid products, concentrates, or extracts) 

• Medical Marijuana Dispensaries (facilitating the transfer of marijuana and marijuana 
products between patients, caregivers, processors and growers) 

• Recreational Marijuana Producers (manufacturing, planting, cultivating, growing or 
harvesting marijuana) 

• Recreational Marijuana  Processors (processing, compounding or converting marijuana 
into cannabinoid products, concentrates, or extracts) 

• Recreational Marijuana Wholesalers (purchasing marijuana items for resale to persons 
other than consumers) 

• Recreational Marijuana Retailers (selling marijuana items to consumers) 

This measure bans only the listed facilities in the city.  It does not apply to the personal use, 
possession, or growing of recreational or medical marijuana, or medical marijuana “grow sites,” 
as may be allowed, limited, or prohibited by state law. 

The 2015 State Legislature adopted what is now ORS 475B.800, authorizing cities to enact 
ordinances prohibiting any of the above-listed marijuana facilities within the city.  On December 
1, 2015, the Lake Oswego City Council enacted Ordinance 2689 banning each of the listed 
facilities.  As required by state law, the City Council has submitted Ordinance 2689 to city voters 
for approval at the November 8, 2016, general election. 

A “yes” vote approves Ordinance 2689 and bans each of the listed marijuana facilities in the 
City of Lake Oswego.  Under current law, until July 1, 2017, ten percent of state marijuana tax 
revenues will be distributed proportionally to cities, based on population, to assist local law 
enforcement in performing duties under state marijuana laws. Beginning July 1, 2017, the 
distribution will be proportional based upon the number and type of recreational marijuana 
facility licenses within each city.  Approval of this measure will make Lake Oswego ineligible for 
these state marijuana tax revenues under either distribution formula. 

A “no” vote disapproves Ordinance 2689 and allows the listed facilities in Lake Oswego if 
licensed or registered by the state.  The City would be eligible for state marijuana tax revenues, 
and could also impose an additional local tax of up to three percent on sales by recreational 
marijuana retailers.   

If this measure is disapproved, marijuana facilities in Lake Oswego would be subject to state 
regulations that prohibit processors, wholesalers, retailers and dispensaries in residential zones, 
and prohibit dispensaries and retailers within 1,000 feet of schools.  The facilities would also be 
subject to Lake Oswego zoning and licensing requirements.  As of the date this Explanatory 



Statement was submitted, the city was in the process of determining whether additional 
location and operation regulations should be adopted that would apply to marijuana facilities in 
the city if this measure is disapproved. The details and current status of any proposed 
marijuana facility regulations can be found at https://www.ci.oswego.or.us/boc_pc/lu-16-0009-
marijuana-time-place-and-manner or by contacting the Lake Oswego Planning Department at 
(503) 635-0269. 
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