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While there is no evidence that the Foothills area was an 

actual settlement for any of the local Native American 

tribes, it most certainly was within the hunting and fi shing 

range of local native tribes for centuries prior to white 

settlement. During the recent construction of the new 

Foothills Park, workers paid special attention for any 

Native American artifacts; reportedly, nothing was found. 

The closest tribe to the Foothills Area, and Oswego in 

general, was the Clowewalla, who fall under the broader 

designation of Chinooks. The Clowewalla were reputed to 

be very active traders and had a sizable slave population, 

whom they utilized to do most of their hunting, fi shing and 

gathering. While Willamette Falls was the hub of Native 

American activity in the area (much like Celilo Falls farther 

up the Columbia), the lands bordering the entire length of 

the river undoubtedly offered up a bounty of game and 

salmon along with native fruits and berries. 

In the fi rst third of the 19th Century, fur trading was very 

active in the area; and with the fast wealth of the fur 

frenzy, came wars between the regional tribes. While war 

impacted the native population, it paled in comparison 

to the death brought by disease. It is estimated that up 

to 90% of the Clowewalla and Tualatins died from “cold 

sick” which was either measles or a form of infl uenza. The 

HISTORY

The Foothills area is blessed with an abundance of history 

that very much made Lake Oswego what it is today. The 

117-acre district, which stretches from Tryon Creek on the 

North, along the west shore of the Willamette River, to 

approximately Leonard Street on the south, has evolved 

through several phases over the last 160 years. 

EARLY NATIVE HISTORY

In 1850, Congress enacted the Donation Land Act, and 

subsequently white settlers fl ocked to the area. However, 

the history of Foothills most certainly started prior to 1850. 
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found its way into one or more of the mills in the area. In 

1850, Durham platted the township of Oswego. The plat 

was never fi led, so its extent and exact location remain a 

mystery. 

Durham eventually sold the township to an Episcopalian 

Bishop named Thomas Scott in 1854, who proceeded to 

build a school and seminary, which operated for about 12 

years. In 1865, Durham sold his mill to a man named John 

Trullinger. Trullinger modernized the mill and re-platted the 

town in 1867. The map shows the town of Oswego (what 

is now called Old Town) extending slightly into the Foothills 

Redevelopment Area and extending north past Leonard 

Street the depth of two residential lots and an alley. This 

area is currently occupied by the southern portion of 

Oswego Village shopping center. Most of the streets on 

the plat survive to this day.

THE IRON DREAM

For about the next twenty years, the vast majority of the 

activity in Oswego occurred just north of Oswego Creek 

and south of Old Town in what is now George Rogers Park. 

This period, between 1867 and 1887, witnessed the birth of 

the Iron Dream. Discovery of iron ore in the Oswego region, 

together with excellent access to waterpower, water 

fur trade in the area and all of the Willamette Valley was 

then ruled by the Hudson Bay Company until nearly mid-

century. With the treaty between Great Britain and the 

United States ratifi ed in 1846, the British-owned Hudson Bay 

Company eventually moved out of the area and retired 

to above the 49th parallel. 

DONATION LAND CLAIMS

White settlers then started to descend on the area, 

including Foothills; these new settlers quickly claimed 

riverfront property. An 1862 map of the Donation Land 

Claims shows most of Foothills being part of the Albert 

Durham claim, with a smaller portion in the Josiah Franklin 

Claim. Albert Durham was the founder of Oswego; he was 

a very successful businessman and entrepreneur starting 

Oswego’s early lumber mill a short distance up the river on 

Oswego Creek (then Sucker Creek). Durham recognized 

the tremendous demand for lumber in California and 

was able to capitalize on that demand. Other sawmills 

in the area also thrived—including the mill of Socrates 

Tryon, whose mill was located on what is now Tryon Creek 

just north of the Foothills area. Presumably, there was no 

mill directly in the Foothills area proper, since there was 

no other creek for waterpower other than Tryon’s. It is 

probably a good bet that timber from the Foothills district 

Trullinger Plat Map – Lake Oswego.
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Historic image of pipe foundry.

Oswego Train Depot.

New, modern Smelting Furnace – built in 1880s.

transportation, and the abundance of timber needed 

to make charcoal, made Oswego a logical choice for 

iron products. The original investors included some of the 

region’s most prominent names, such as William S. Ladd 

and Henry Failing and many others whose names appear 

on the street signs in Old Town. Eventually, an iron ore 

furnace was built in the District. The industry was marked 

by a cycle of boom and bust over the next two decades.

A NEW MODERN FURNACE

During that same period, The Foothills area appears to have 

lain somewhat fallow with the hub of activity happening 

about half a mile to the south. In the early 1880s, two new 

investors arrived on the scene—Henry Villard and Simeon 

Reed (the Reed estate later funded Reed College). Villard 

and Reed eventually bought out the investor group of the 

Oregon Iron Company and, with fresh capital, renamed 

the enterprise, the Oregon Iron & Steel Company. The 

original smelter site was antiquated and out of date, 

so Villard and Reed started planning a new modern 

furnace in 1883. They decided on the site one half mile 

to the north - in today’s Foothills District. It took fi ve years 

of planning and construction, but eventually, in 1888, a 

new modern smelting furnace and its accessory buildings 

stood in the general location of the now defunct Ram 

Restaurant. While the new furnace complex was built, a 

new cast iron pipe foundry was built about a quarter mile 

north in the location of the current waste water treatment 

plant—with a narrow gage rail line connecting the two. 

The last signifi cant element of this industrial complex was 

the construction of a large phalanx (3 wide by 14 long) of 

brick charcoal kilns located essentially through the middle 

of what is now Oswego Pointe. Interestingly, the bricks for 

the kilns were made from clay taken from the old Duck 

Pond, which is now Lakewood Bay on the other side of 

Highway 43 (State Street). The site of the current Oswego 

Village Shopping Center is reportedly the site of the former 

brickyard. 

RAIL SERVICE 

It was during the 1880s that rail service came to Oswego. 

The initial line was a narrow gage line that ran from Oswego 

to Elk Rock, where passengers then transferred to a 

riverboat. There were also lines used by the Iron Company 

to transport ore from the mines at Iron Mountain to the 

west and to move materials within the complex. Many 

of the same cast of characters involved in the iron trade 

also formed the Portland and Willamette Valley Railroad 

in 1885. A trestle and rail line, which circumnavigated Elk 

Rock, was completed in 1887 providing a direct rail link to 

Portland. The train depot was located on the west edge 

of the current Foothills District—very close to the terminus 

of the existing Lake Oswego-Willamette Trolley Line. The 

rail line was considered a tremendous asset for the town 

and land adjacent to the line or near the depot was highly 

valued. 
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Oswego in Late 19th Century.



DRAFTSECTION 3.2 FOOTHILLS DISTRICT FRAMEWORK PLAN

WILLIAMS/DAME & WHITE and CITY OF LAKE OSWEGO, OREGON 7

Top: Foundry workers; Bottom: Casting House interior.
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Red Electric rail service.

Oregon Portland Cement Company – plant with sawmill in 

background.

PIPE FOUNDRY

The new furnace and pipe foundry commenced operation 

in 1888. The pipe foundry was the fi rst built west of St. Louis. 

The launch of the new complex was supported by a new 

contract with the Portland Water Commission. Pipes were 

needed to bring water from the new Bull Run Reservoir 

and distribute that water through the city. The contract 

supported 325 jobs at the new complex, although most 

of the jobs were fi lled by existing employees of the Iron 

Company. One of these employees was Nobel Laureate 

Linus Pauling’s grandfather. The initial good fortune of 

the Oregon Iron & Steel Company (O.I.&S.) spawned the 

development of the First Addition Neighborhood, which 

stands today as the residential heart of Lake Oswego. It 

is in this period that a large pumping station shows up on 

various maps. Per “In Their Own Words,” an oral history of 

Oswego, the O.I.&S. supplied the city water during this 

period. Spring water was pumped from Foothills up to the 

10th Street reservoir. 

Unfortunately, the prosperity of the O.I.&S. was relatively 

short-lived. The nation was gripped in a depression 

that lasted from 1893 until 1897, and the company was 

forced to shut down operations at the furnace in 1894. 

The furnace remained shuttered until it was dismantled in 

1929. However, the pipe foundry remained in operation 

until 1928, producing water and gas piping for Portland, 

Seattle and San Francisco. 

Much of the brick in the dismantled furnace complex 

was reclaimed and used in the construction of the 
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early buildings currently located at Marylhurst College. 

Remnant sections of cast iron pipe from the foundry are 

still lying along the waterfront and are worthy of salvage as 

monuments to this magnifi cent era in Lake Oswego’s and 

the Foothills’ history. 

OREGON PORTLAND CEMENT COMPANY

This area’s close proximity to rail and water transportation, 

and its willing and skilled workforce, attracted a new 

company, Oregon Portland Cement Company (OPCC).

OPCC planned the construction of a plant in the area now 

generally occupied by Oswego Pointe Apartments. The 

project started in 1909, went through fi ts and starts, and 

was eventually completed in 1915. The primary investors in 

this new company were Charles Boettcher, a banker from 

Denver, and Canadian cement magnate R.P Butchart. The 

Butcharts are best known for their magnifi cent gardens just 

north of Victoria, B.C. 

It took a while for the new company to fi nd its feet, but by 

1916 cement was fl owing. The local population was willing 

to endure the ever-present gray dusting to secure a quality 

job. In addition to the economic stimulus it provided, the 

plant had a ball fi eld and clubhouse to support its in-house 

team. To promote its good neighbor policy, OPCC allowed 

the community to utilize the fi eld and clubhouse. The plant 

operated up until the mid-1980s when it was demolished 

to make room for the Oswego Pointe development.

Lakeside Lumber, on State Street (now the site of Wanfu, et al.)

The Foothills District Framework Plan team wants to thank 

Susanna Kuo for all of her help and knowledge during the 

preparation of this historical summary.

RECENT HISTORY

In addition to the cement plant, there is photographic 

evidence from 1930 that a lumber mill was also operating 

in the Foothills area just north of the cement plant. There 

is little readily available information on the sawmill—

other than it was operated by the Flora Logging Co. 

However, there is anecdotal evidence the sawmill was 

there at least into the1940s or possibly early 1950s. It was 

also during this period that Lake Oswego’s most notable 

architect, Richard Sundeleaf, designed the Murphy Real 

Estate Building (currently the home of Starbucks) and the 

Lakeside Lumber Building (currently the home of Wanfu, et 

al) located along State Street. These buildings, along with 

the Lake Theater building across State Street, personifi ed 

the English cottage style. Real estate developer Paul 

Murphy promoted this style, as Oswego transitioned into a 

suburban residential community.

About the same time the cement plant started operating, 

the Southern Pacifi c rail service between Portland and 

Oswego was electrifi ed. The Red Electric (technically, the 

Portland, Eugene and Eastern) ran between Portland and 

Oswego about ten times a day. It stopped in Oswego at 

the existing railroad depot near State Street and A Avenue; 

then continued west along the same route of the current 

P&W line to serve Lake Grove, Tualatin, Newberg, and 

McMinnville and eventually on to Corvallis. 

The last 50 years have produced most of what currently 

occupies the Foothills District. The north end of the site is 

dominated by the Tryon Creek Waste Water Treatment 

Plant. The area of the current Foothills Park and boat dock 

was the site of a paper pulp wood chip storage facility 

that originally served the Crown Zellerbach paper mill in 

Oregon City; it was probably at least 25 years old, if not 

older, when it was dismantled in 2002 to make room for 

the new park. Oswego Village shopping center was 

constructed in the late 1950s with a major remodel in 

the late 1980s. The Village was constructed on portions 

of the original Oswego plat from 1867 and the southern 

edge of the O.I.&S. industrial site. The existing Oswego 

Pointe Development was built in the late 1980s on the site 

of the cement plant. Small industrial and manufacturing 

buildings, including a small ready-mix concrete plant, built 

up the remainder of the area. The Lake Oswego Sewer 

Plant, located on the site of the Pipe Foundry was replaced 

by the current Tryon Creek Wastewater Treatment Plant in 

the 1980s. The 1990s saw the construction of the former 

Ram Restaurant, Roehr Park, and the adjacent riverfront 

offi ce buildings.

The maps on the following pages show the historical 

furnaces and foundry facilities superimposed over the 

current development in the Foothills District.
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Oswego Point/Roehr Park - Historical Features: Oregon Iron & Steel Co. in 1880s
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Oswego Point/Roehr Park/

George Rogers Park - 

Historical Features
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Roehr Park/Oswego 

Point - Historical Features: 

Principal Buildings of 

Oregon Iron & Steel Co. 

in 1889
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Roehr Park/Oswego 

Point - Historical 

Features: Principal 

Buildings of Oregon 

Iron & Steel Co. in 1889
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Supplement to the West Shore (1888): 

Mines and Works of Oregon Iron & Steel 

Co.
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Historic Tax Map: Oregon 

Iron & Steel Co. 
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Oregon Portland Cement 

Co.
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Oregon Iron & Steel Co.’s 

Old Furnace


