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Oregon Prizefighters: Forgotten  

Bare-knuckle Champions of Portland 

& Astoria by Barney Blalock 

Join author Barney Blalock as he reveals the 

remarkable stories of Oregon’s  

bare-knuckle champions. 

 

Portland Made: The Makers of  

Portland’s Manufacturing Renaissance  

by Kelley Roy 

The definitive book about Portland's maker 

movement that details the fashion, food, 

beverage, and consumer goods made in 

Portland. 

 
Portlandness: A Cultural Atlas  

by David Banis 

In 150 infographic maps, two leading  

geographers explore Portland, Oregon, 

through unexpected topics such as city 

chickens, wild coyote encounters, food-

truck trends, and coffee culture. 

 

Reading in Bed by Brian Doyle 

Brief headlong essays about books &  

writers & reading & readers... 

 

Saint Friend by Carl Adamshick 

Saint Friend, Carl Adamshick's second  

collection, is a freewheeling carnival of  

celebrations, elegies, narratives, persona 

poems (one in the voice of Amelia Earhart), 

and a handful of short lyrics spiked with a 

desperate humor. 

 

Smokejumper: A Memoir by One of 

America’s Most Select Airborne  

Firefighters by Jason Ramos 

An insider account of the high-risk world of 

elite wilderness firefighters, who parachute 

into deep-wilderness fire zones, reveals the 

unique skills that smokejumpers must  
employ to fight dangerous fires and stay 

alive. 

 

Unlikely by Kevin Palau 

The story behind CityServe, a partnership 

between the city of Portland and a band of 

churches seeking to live out the gospel 

message. Since 2007, the CityServe model 

has spread like wildfire, inspiring  

communities across the country to take up 

the cause in their own cities. 

 

 

 



Oregon Authors Nonfiction Reading Suggestions 

Approaching Winter: Poems  

by Floyd Skloot 

Floyd Skloot is a poet, creative nonfiction 

writer, and novelist whose work has won 

three Pushcart Prizes, a Pen USA Literary 

Award, two Pacific NW Book Awards, and 

two Oregon Book Awards. 

 

At the Hearth of the Crossed Races 

by Melinda Marie Jette 

Despite the force of Oregon's founding  

mythology, the Willamette Valley was not 

an empty Eden awaiting settlement by hardy 

American pioneers. Rather, it was, as 

Melinda Jette explores in At the Hearth of 
the Crossed Races, one of the earliest sites 

of extensive intercultural contact in the  

Pacific Northwest. 

 

Becoming Oregon  

by Robert Hamm 

Explored through the lens of historical 

newspapers, the book intends to show how 

everything changed in the 19th century:  

culture, politics, industry, travel and  

commerce. 

 

 

Building a Better Nest  

by Evelyn Searle Hess 

Evelyn Searle Hess's first book (To the 

Woods) tells the story of fifteen years that 

she and husband  David camped on their 

twenty acres of wild land in the foothills of 

Oregon's Coast Range. This latest endeavor 

chronicles their journey to build a more 

permanent home, but they wanted their 

“better nest” to be off-grid, sustainable, and 

reflect the personal and community values 

they had developed during their years of 

camping life.  

 

Get It While You Can by Nick Jaina 
When his beloved guitar is stolen, Nick  

Jaina finds himself untethered from the 

dream he's pursued since he was sixteen. 

So the critically acclaimed, endlessly  

heartbroken singer-songwriter checks  

himself into a ten-day silent retreat. As 

those silent days unfold, Jaina attempts to 

rewire his own brain in a burst of  

unpredictable digressions and unsent love 

letters, musings on the miracles of science 

and the fallen heroes of popular music. 

 

Heartlandia: Heritage Recipes from 

Portland’s The Country Cat by Adam 

Sappington & Jackie Sappington 

Based on husband-and-wife team Adam and 

Jackie Sappington's acclaimed Portland  

restaurant, Adam and Jackie make food that 

is the definition of soulful, heartwarming 

comfort food.  

A Long High Whistle  

by David Biespiel 

Over the course of ten years, poet and  

critic David Biespiel published a brief,  

dazzling essay on poetry every month in 

what became the longest-running  

newspaper column on poetry in the United 

States. Collected here for the first time, 

these enormously popular essays, many of 

which have been revised and expanded,  

offer a fresh and refreshing approach to the 

reading and writing of poetry.  

 

A Mighty Case Against War  

by Kathy Beckwith 
A Mighty Case Against War challenges  

America, and all people, to revisit the  

stories of how nations have dealt with  

conflict in order to see how our past  

informs our present and can mold our  

decisions for the future. 

 

Objects in Mirror are Closer Than 

They Appear by Kate Caroll De Gutes 

With wit matched by self-compassion and 

empathy, the essays offer a lesson on the 

inevitable journey back to the places where 

we begin. 


