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Shaping the Public Good: Women  

Making History in the Pacific Northwest 

by Sue Armitage 

Showcasing both the variety and commonality of 

women's activities and values, Armitage provides an 

ongoing context for women's lives and shows how 

their activism on behalf of families and communities 

has made our regional history. 

 

Walking with Ramona: Exploring  

Beverly Cleary’s Portland  

by Laura Foster  

A walking tour of the Portland, Oregon  

neighborhood where Beverly Cleary spent her  

childhood and the landmarks, sights, and natural 

features that inspired her beloved children's books 

about Ramona, Beezus, and Henry Huggins. 

 

We Were Feminists Once: From Riot 

Grrrl to CoverGirl, the Buying and  

Selling of a Political Movement  

by Andi Zeisler 

Andi Zeisler, a founding editor of Bitch Media, draws 

on more than twenty years' experience interpreting 

popular culture in this biting history of how  

feminism has been co-opted, watered down, and 

turned into a gyratory media trend. 



Oregon Authors Nonfiction Reading Suggestions 

Angels with Dirty Faces: Three Stories of 

Crime, Prison, and Redemption  

by Walidah Imarisha  
People can do unimaginable things to one another--

and then what? What do we as a society do? 

Imarisha doesn't flinch as she guides us through the 

difficulties and contradictions, eschewing theory for 

a much messier reality.  

 

Disinheritance: Poems  

by John Sibley Williams  
A lyrical, philosophical, and tender exploration of 

the various voices of grief including those of the 

broken, the healing, the son-become-father, and the 

dead. 

 

Gracious: A Practical Primer on Charm, 

Tact, and Unsinkable Strength  

by Kelly Williams Brown  
Provides guidance on how to remain courteous in 

situations that can be hostile, including advice on 

how to behave on the Internet and how to deal with 

troublesome friends and family members. 

 

Having Everything Right: Essays of Place 

by Kim Stafford 

Within this patchwork quilt of personal  

reminiscences and stories are Nez Perce Indian  

battles, lone treks into the wilderness, the stirring of 

family myth, and conversations with “outcast  

eccentrics.'' 

Lives of Museum Junkies: The Story of 

America’s Hands-On Education  

Movement by Marilynne Eichinger 

Follow the missteps and breakthroughs of Marilynne 

Eichinger and 11 other naive but dedicated museum 

directors, board volunteers, and National Science 

Foundation managers as they strove to change the 

way science was taught. 

Oregon: A Photographic Journey  

by Greg Vaughn 

From the cascading waterfalls, serene lakes, and  

raging rivers of western Oregon to the craggy 

mountains, deep canyons, and painted hills in eastern 

Oregon, it's a breathtaking journey. 

Oregon: A State that Stands Out  

by Michael McCloskey 

Oregon: A State That Stands Out is the first book to 

look at Oregon from the national standpoint,  

assessing how the state stacks up by national  

standards. 

 

The Papermakers: More Than Run of 

the Mill by Robert Bresky 

This book reveals untold stories about the people 

and events behind Oregon's industrial revolution at 

Willamette Falls. It is a true and engaging portrayal 

of the birth, growth, and future of one of the  

country's most important manufacturing success 

stories. 

The Portland Black Panthers:  

Empowering Albina and Remaking a 

City by Lucas N. N. Burke  
Portland, though widely regarded as a liberal bastion, 

also has struggled historically with ethnic diversity. 

The 2010 census found it to be "America’s whitest 

major city." In early recognition of such disparate 

realities, a group of African American activists in the 

1960s formed a local branch of the Black Panthers in 

the city’s Albina District to rally their community 

and be heard by city leaders. 
 

Portland Farmer’s Market Cookbook: 

100 Seasonal Recipes and Stories that 

Celebrate Local Food and People  

by Ellen Jackson  

A tribute to the farmers, chefs and shoppers, who 

embrace their world-class market like no other. 

 

Rivers of Oregon by Tim Palmer 

In over 140 brilliant photos and evocative,  

informative text, Rivers of Oregon captures the life, 

the beauty, and the magic of Oregon's remarkable 

array of waterways. 

 

A Sense of Wonder: The World’s Best 

Writers on the Sacred, the Profane, and 

the Ordinary edited by Brian Doyle 

An anthology of 36 astonishing personal stories and 

essays from some of America's best writers that first 

appeared in Portland Magazine. 


