
The Joys of Travel 

 

Asunder by Chloe Aridjis 

When she begins to feel restless in her job as a museum guard, Marie takes a trip to 

Paris, where, with the arrival of an uninvited guest and an unexpected encounter, her 

world is torn open.  According to Publishers Weekly, Aridjis’ “intelligent prose makes this 

slight story into something dramatic and affecting, completely coherent and oddly 

irresistible.” 

My Body Lies Over the Ocean by J. S. Borthwick 

Amateur detective Sarah Deane and her husband, Dr. Alex McKenzie, investigate a 

series of apparent murders that occurs while they accompany Sarah's aunt on a 

luxurious transatlantic ocean voyage.  Publishers Weekly calls this novel “always witty, 

sometimes farcical, full of wonderfully arcane allusions to old movies,” and adds that 

“this novel succeeds as a tightly controlled and unflagging thriller.” 

 The Walking Tour by Kathryn Davis 

A walking tour in Wales ends in tragedy for two couples, leaving a legal and 

psychological nightmare for one of their children, Susan, to sort out.  Kirkus calls this “a 



complex, tightly packed, ambitious work, by one of the most thoroughly original (and 

valuable) of contemporary writers.” 

The Five-Forty-Five to Cannes by Tess Uriza Holthe 

Set against the backdrop of the French Riviera and Italy, a collection of interconnected 

stories follows group of characters whose lives are linked by the 5:45 train to Cannes.  

Library Journal says Holthe “has a gift for characterization and detail, and her 

descriptions of the French countryside are superb.” 

Infrared by Nancy Houston 

A photographer's trip to Florence finds her reevaluating her coming of age, her 

relationships with her father and family, and her various lovers.  Booklist calls it “an 

intricately written, thought-provoking examination of the power of both sexuality and 

art.” 

 

Mad, Bad, and Blonde by Cathie Linz 

After being jilted at the altar, librarian Faith West goes on her Italian honeymoon solo, 

but doesn't stay that way too long. And though her sexy rebound man has ulterior 

motives, feelings surface that neither of them are prepared for.  Booklist says that “for 

lighthearted contemporary romance, it’s hard to beat Linz,” adding that “for librarians, 

a spunky heroine representing that profession is a rare treat.” 

Trains and Lovers by Alexander McCall Smith 

Inspired by a love of trains and the nature of love, a series of intertwined romantic tales 

follows the experiences of four strangers traveling from Edinburgh to London who 

entertain each other with reminiscences about how trains have changed their lives.  

Kirkus calls this “a warmhearted, understated serving of comfort food.” 

The Girl in the Glass by Susan Meissner 

* Starred Review * Meg Pomeroy's grandmother promised that one day she would take 

her to Florence, Italy. But her death leaves the trip on the shoulders of Meg's father, 

whose divorce from her mother has led to a strained relationship with Meg. Still, when 

Meg is 30, her father tells her to go ahead and book the trip. When Meg arrives in 

Florence, her father isn't there. Instead, he has left instructions for would-be memoir 

writer Sofia Borelli to show Meg the sites. For her part, Sofia claims to be the last surviving 

member of the Medici family. She also claims that Nora Orsini, a Medici princess, 

communicates with her through paintings. VERDICT Meissner (A Sound Among the Trees 

) effectively weaves the stories of the three women together for a compelling tale that 

is both descriptive and emotional. Recommend it to fans of Melanie Dobson. --Nanci 

Milone Hill (Reviewed September 15, 2012) (Library Journal, vol 137, issue 15, p59) 

 



For more booklists, contact Kiira K. Taylor at the Lake Oswego Public Library, 706 4th 

Street, Lake Oswego, Oregon 97034, 503-697-6581, ktaylor@ci.oswego.or.us 
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