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Carter, Stephen L.  New England 

White 

Two lesser characters from Carter's 

bestselling first novel, The Emperor of 

Ocean Park--husband and wife 

Lemaster and Julia Carlyle--take 

center stage in this literate page-

turner that blends a gripping 

whodunit with complex discussions 

of politics and race in contemporary 

America.  Kirkus Reviews calls this “a 

virtually irresistible—and highly 

intelligent—thriller.”   

A Sudden Country by Karen Fisher 

  

His life turned upside down by the 

deaths of his children from smallpox 

and desertion of his Nez Perce wife, 

Hudson's Bay Company trader 

James MacLaren joins a group of 

settlers headed west to Oregon in 

1847.  Publishers Weekly calls this “a 

great novel of the American West 

and says “Fisher brilliantly illuminates 

both the tragedy and the new life 

wrought by manifest destiny.”   

The Reliable Wife by Robert Goolrick 

Ralph Truitt, a wealthy businessman 

with a troubled past who lives in a 

remote nineteenth-century 

Wisconsin town, has advertised for a 

reliable wife; and his ad is answered 

by Catherine Land, a woman who 

makes every effort to hide her own 

dark secrets.   

The Outcast by Sadie Jones 

Neglected by his father and 

stepmother in the years after his 

mother's death, seventeen-year-old 

Lewis Aldridge commits an act of 

violence that lands him in prison and 

returns two years later to a 

community that no longer welcomes 



him.  Kirkus Reviews gives this novel 

a starred review, calling it “a 

confident, suspenseful and affecting 

first novel, delivered in cool, precise, 

distinctive prose.”    

Angle of Repose by Wallace Stegner 

This long, thoughtful novel about a 

retired historian who researches and 

writes about his pioneer 

grandparents garnered Stegner a 

Pulitzer Prize.   

Montana 1948 by Larry Watson 

The shocking events of David 

Watson’s 12th summer altered his 

view of his family and the world 

forever.  This stunning coming-of-age 

novel won the 1993 Milkweed 

National Fiction Prize  

Before I Go to Sleep by S. J. Watson  

Without her husband's knowledge, 

Christine, whose memory is 

damaged by a long-ago accident, 

is treated by a neurologist who helps 

her to remember her former self 

through journal entries until 

inconsistencies begin to emerge, 

raising disturbing questions.    

 

 

 

 

For more booklists, contact Kiira K. 

Taylor at the Lake Oswego Public 

Library, 706 4th Street, Lake Oswego, 

Oregon 97034, 503-697-6581, 

ktaylor@ci.oswego.or.us 
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