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Louisa: the Extraordinary Life of  

Mrs. Adams  

by Louisa Thomas  

A nuanced portrait of a  

multi-talented and widely 

traveled woman, often  

overshadowed by other 

members of America’s first 

political dynasty.  

Shirley Jackson: A Rather 

Haunted Life by Ruth 

Franklin 

From early feminism to  

Tarot cards, reluctant  

polyamory to motherhood 

to drug use, this complex writer is  

compassionately portrayed. 

Valiant Ambition: George Washington, 

Benedict Arnold, and the 

Fate of the American  

Revolution  

by Nathaniel Philbrick 

The grueling course of the 

Revolutionary War tested its 

generals harshly, leading one of them to 

abandon the cause. 
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Are We Smart Enough to 

Know How Smart Animals 

Are? By Frans de Waal 

Different species illuminate 

how we can learn from their 

natural intelligence, instead 

of imposing limits based on 

human perspective. 

 

At the Existentialist Café: 

Freedom, Being, and  

Apricot Cocktails by  

Sarah Bakewell 

A heady mix of biography, 

philosophy, and social  

history (with drinks!). 

Blood at the Root: A Racial Cleansing in 

America by Patrick Phillips 

The expulsion of the entire 

African American community 

from Forsyth County, GA in 

1912 established it as a white

-only county, a condition 

which persisted into the 

1980s with the support of 

local officials. 

The Boys in the Bunkhouse: 

Servitude and Salvation in 

the Heartland by Dan Barry 

Spanning decades, a group of 

men with intellectual  

disabilities, marginalized by  

society, work tirelessly in a  

turkey processing plant in Iowa under  

exploitive conditions. 
 

Evicted: Poverty and Profit 

in the American City by 

Matthew Desmond 

Told through the painful  

struggles of individual families, 

this insightful ethnographic 

study elevates housing insecurity as a  

leading social justice issue. 
 

The Firebrand and the First Lady:  

Portrait of a Friendship  

by Patricia Bell-Scott 

The correspondence of two 

trailblazing women embodies 

the tension between the need 

for immediate action on civil 

rights versus the political philosophy of 

picking one’s battles. 

The Gene: An Intimate  

History by Siddhartha 

Mukherjee 

A cancer physician and  

researcher uses his family  

history to frame the story of 

genetics, in all its danger and 

wonder. 

 

Hidden Figures: The American Dream 

and the Untold Story of 

the Black Women  

Mathematicians Who 

Helped Win the Space 

Race by Margot Lee  

Shetterly 

The compelling narrative of the unsung  

heroines who helped us win World War II 

and reach the stars. 

 

In the Darkroom by  

Susan Faludi 

A feminist writer’s investigation 

into her parent leads to an  

examination of our  

contemporary ideas of national 

and individual identity, gender, and family. 


