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What I Know for Sure  

by Oprah Winfrey 

Candid, moving, exhilarating, uplifting, and 

dynamic, the words Oprah shares in What I 

Know For Sure shimmer with the sort of  

wisdom and truth that readers will turn to 

again and again. 

 

White Rage: The Un-

spoken Truth of Our 

Racial Divide  

by Carol Anderson 

As Ferguson, Missouri, 

erupted in August 2014, 

and media commentators 

across the ideological spectrum referred to 

the angry response of African Americans as 

“black rage,” historian Carol Anderson 

wrote a remarkable op-ed in the  

Washington Post showing that this was,  

instead, “white rage at work. With so much 

attention on the flames,” she writes, 

“everyone had ignored the kindling.” 
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Between the World and Me  

By Ta-Nehisi Coates 

Coates takes readers through 

America's history of race and 

its contemporary resonances 

through a series of awakenings--moments 

when he discovered some new truth about 

our long, tangled history of race. 

 

Citizen: An American Lyric  

by Claudia Rankine 

In essay, image, and poetry, Citizen is a  

powerful testament to the individual and 

collective effects of racism in our  

contemporary, often named 'post-race'  

society. 

 

The Fire Next Time  

by James Baldwin 

At once a powerful evocation 

of James Baldwin's early life in 

Harlem and a disturbing  

examination of the  

consequences of racial injustice, the book is 

an intensely personal and provocative  

document. 

Holding Fast to Dreams: From the 

Civil Rights Crusade to STEM 

Achievement  

by Freeman A. Hrabowski 

An education leader relates how his  

experiences with the civil rights movement 

led him to develop programs promoting 

educational success in science and  

technology for African Americans and  

others. 

 

How to Be Black  

by Baratunde Thurston 

With honest storytelling and 

biting wit, Baratunde plots a 

path not just to blackness, 

but one open to anyone  

interested in simply "how to be." 

 

How to Slowly Kill Yourself and  

Others in America  

by Kiese Laymon 

A collection of essays on family, race,  

violence, celebrity, music, writing, and  

other topics. 

Negroland: A Memoir  

by Margo Jefferson  

A deeply felt meditation on 

race, sex, and American  

culture through the prism of 

the author's rarefied  

upbringing and education among a black 

elite. 

 

The New Jim Crow: Mass  

Incarceration in the Age of  

Colorblindness  

by Michelle Alexander 

Legal scholar Alexander argues vigorously 

and persuasively that we have not ended 

racial caste in America; we have merely  

redesigned it. 

 

Some of My Best Friends 

are Black: The Strange 

Story of Integration in 

America by Tanner Colby  

Answering a simple question 

uncovers the surprisingly 

complex roots of contemporary  

segregation. 
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