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TO: Kent Studebaker, Board Chair 
 Members of the Board 
   
FROM: Brant Williams, Redevelopment Director 
 
SUBJECT: Block 137 – Review of Design Development Drawings 
 
DATE:  August 22, 2013 
 
 
ACTION 
 
Review and approve the Design Development Drawings for the Block 137 project. 
 
INTRODUCTION/BACKGROUND 
 
At its August 13th meeting, the Lake Oswego Redevelopment Agency (LORA) Board approved 
the Block 137 Project Development Agreement that included a requirement for the Board to 
review the project’s Design Development Drawings.  The Evergreen Group LLC and its designer, 
ZGF Architects, will present the design drawings at Tuesday’s meeting for the Board’s 
consideration. 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
The Block 137 Development Agreement specifically states that the Evergreen Group will 
prepare Design Development Drawings generally consistent with the Conceptual Floor Plans as 
shown in Exhibit D of the agreement.  The LORA Board will review and approve these drawings 
which the developer will then submit as part of the Development Review application.  The 
Agreement states that LORA will not unreasonably withhold its approval of the Design 
Development Drawings if they adequately address the following design and use objectives:   

• To create a quality, upscale, pedestrian friendly building, which responds to the 
neighborhood in scale and texture; 

• To conform to all City design and development standards and related ordinances; 
• To conform to the purposes and requirements of the Urban Renewal Plan; 
• To complement adjacent buildings in design and materials; 
• To use sustainable building design and techniques as much as commercially feasibly 

possible; and 
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• To set high standards for design in downtown Lake Oswego. 
 
The criteria include several objectives that will also be addressed by the Development Review 
Commission.  Specifically, DRC will address conformity to the City’s design and development 
standards.  For this reason, the Board need not delve into Code-related requirements as it can 
be assured that DRC and the formal development review process will provide this extensive 
level of review for Code compliance.  Further, LORA’s approval should not be viewed as a 
finding by the Board, and certainly not by the City Council, that the Design Development 
Drawings necessarily comply with the City Code.  The future DRC decision on Code compliance 
may be appealed to the City Council.  Nothing in the Development Agreement, or in any LORA 
Board approval of the Design Development Drawings, binds the City Council with respect to its 
ruling on an appeal. 
 
Rich Farrington, a local architect, has been hired to assist LORA with its review of the project’s 
design.  Mr. Farrington has been working with City and LORA staff as well as ZGF Architects to 
ensure the project best meets the above objectives.  Following ZGF’s presentation of the Design 
Development Drawings, Mr. Farrington will review and discuss with Board members specific 
design-related aspects and issues he believes should be brought to your attention.  
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff recommends that the Board review the Design Development Drawings for the Block 137 
project, make any necessary changes, and approve the Drawings that will be included in the 
Development Review application.  
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