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Site - 1936

Historically, Woodmont Natural Park was part of a patchwork of ag-
ricultural fields, orchards, and homes of the town simply known as 
Oswego. The property, located just outside of the more heavily de-
veloped downtown area, had few neighbors and was only bound by 
farm field and native forest. 
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Site - 2015

Today, Woodmont Natural Park is a 6.8 acre property that was sold to 
the City of Lake Oswego upon the passing of 
Mr. Donald W. Meyer. The property is made up of grassy areas, 
wetlands, and light to dense forest. Large numbers of existing trees 
reside throughout the property. The Atwater Tributary runs west to east 
on site with the western portion being indicative of a natural wetland. 
The eastern portion flows through a steep forested ravine before 
continuing off site. Woodmont Natural Park is primarily accessed by 
foot traffic with limited vehicular access points to the north and south. 
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Existing Vegetation

Legend
Wetland Vegetation

Low Density Vegetation

Medium Density Vegetation

High Density Vegetation

Woodmont Natural Park has multiple ecological systems. The 
diversity of habitats on site encourages a wide range of wildlife 
to call the park home.
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Existing Topography

Legend
0 - 10%

10 - 15%

15 - 20%

The topography at Woodmont Natural Park provides a range of user 
experiences. Currently, this enables park visitors the ability to navigate 
the existing man made walking trails as well as experience a short, rugged 
hiking trail that winds through the most heavily forested portion of the park.

20 - 25%

>25%
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Existing On-Site Water

Legend

Saturation Zone

Runoff Direction

Stream

The Atwater Tributary flows from Woodmont Natural Park into Nettle 
Creek, followed by Tryon Creek, and ultimately the Willamette River. 
A study has determined there are multiple wetlands onsite in need of 
restoration which will affect the approach to the planning process. 

Wetland Delineation

Ordinary High Water Line
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Existing Circulation

Legend
Vehicular Circulation

Site Access Points

Vehicular/Pedestrian 
Circulation Transition

Pedestrian Circulation

Woodmont Natural Park is situated at the intersection of Knaus Road 
and Atwater Road. Atwater Lane bisects the site and is not passable 
by vehicles. Beyond the existing north and south gates, which are 
the two main access points, the lane narrows and deteriorates. There 
are a number of man made pedestrian paths throughout the site 
which were created through frequent use. A pedestrian access point 
can be found at the southeast corner of the property. There is also a 
designated hiking trail through the heavily vegetated portion of the 
site, to the northeast.
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Legend

Existing Sanitary Lines

Existing Manhole/Cleanout

Existing Water Lines

Existing Utilities

Existing Fire Hydrant

Existing Right of Way

Two water lines, the Forest Highlands Unregulated and the 
Knaus Unregulated line, bisect the site and existing sanitary 
lines approach the site from the north and the south. Through 
the center of the site, there is a designated 30’ right of way, 
which has the potential to impact design and development of 
Woodmont Natural Park.

Overhead Utilities
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Constraints

1.	 •Sensitive riparian corridor
	 •High water table
	 •Potential contamination to Atwater Tributary from animals and foot traffic
	 •Inadequate pathways

2.	 •Invasive plant species present
	 •Unstable topography
	 •Inadequate pathways

3.	 •Steep slopes
	 •Sensitive stream corridor
	 •Dilapidated understory
	 •Inadequate pathways

4.	 •Hawthorne orchard 
	 •Road frontage
	 •Public access points
	 •Limited sight lines
	 •Inadequate pathways

5.	 •Narrow existing right of way
	 •Inadequate pathways

6.	 •Existing residential areas

7.	 •Future residential areas 
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Opportunities

1.	 •Open area 
	 •Open viewsheds
	 •Screening of neighboring properties

2.	 •Improved wildlife habitat at wetland area
	 •Improved water quality
	 •Embankment stabilization and buffer zones along Atwater tributary

3.	 •Open understory
	 •Good quality existing trees

4.	 •Stream restoration/native forest restoration
	 •Embankment stabilization and buffer zones along Atwater tributary
	 •Contours and ecosystem enables a variety of 
	  user experiences

5.	 •Steady slope
	 •Pedestrian access to site
	 •ADA accessibility
	 •Mix of open spaces and medium density vegetation	
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The Deed

“‘Donald knew birds, by sight and sound. If someone could imitate the 
song,’ long time neighbor Tedrow said, ‘Donald Meyer could name the 
bird.’” (Oregonian August 8, 1997)

“Except for two stints in the military, Meyer has lived on the land for 
most of his life.” (Lake Oswego Review, June 4, 1992)
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PHASE 1
Site Analysis

PHASE 2
Design Alternatives

PHASE 3
Master Plan

PHASE 4
Plan Approval
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