
Patricia B. Elkins Woolsey 
26649 Snell Lane 

Los Altos Hills, CA 94022 

Phone/Fax (650) 941-5236 
 

         December 14, 2009 

 

 

 

Members of the Planning Commission 

Planning Division 

380 A Avenue, Third Floor 

PO Box 369 

Lake Oswego, OR  97034 

Dear Members of the Planning Commission, 

 

As a one-third beneficial owner of the Lake Oswego house at 951 West Point Road, I am writing 

to object to the proposed Community Development Code amendments to the "residential infill 

design process" currently being considered by the Planning Commission. 

 

In the past, the lot at 951 West Point Road has been called the “Park Place” or “Boardwalk” of 

Lake Oswego since it is on the tip of the West Point peninsula with a view down the entire lake 

and the last rays of sunshine on summer evening.   However with the proposed amendments, this 

property would become a white elephant because it would not be possible to build a house on this 

lot even equivalent to the other homes on the very desirable West Point Road.  The flexibility to 

exceed the maximum floor area requirements so the house would be similar to other ones on the 

street would be taken away. 

 

It may be that in the past, design restrictions were too lax, resulting in some overly large homes, 

such as the huge house near the intersection of Northshore Rd. and Berwick Rd. which dwarfs the 

house next to it.   But in reaction to lax regulations, it appears that the pendulum is swinging too 

far in the other direction, towards overly restrictive design regulations.  While it makes no sense 

for someone to build another such huge house just because that one already exists, rather a proper 

balance should be found that allows reasonable-sized homes to be built which are consistent with 

those in the immediate neighborhood. 

 

Most of the houses on West Point Road are two-story (as viewed from West Point Road, three-

story as viewed from the lake) homes with steep roofs, which blend together to make an attractive 

street.  On the other hand, the house at 951 West Point Road, occupied by my parents Mr. and 

Mrs. William C. Elkins since the 1960’s until their recent deaths (both in their 90’s), is still a low 

ranch style 1960’s house that looks “squatty” compared to the neighbors’ homes with their high 

pointed roofs and one additional story.  One should be able to at least have a house at 951 West 

Point Road similar to the house next door at 941 West Point Road which has a smaller lot, and 

similar to the other houses on the street.  That is possible under the current RID process, which 

allows some flexibility in approving homes with larger floor area than the current allowances, if 

that would blend in with other homes in the immediate neighborhood.  But it would not be 

possible under the proposed amendments, which would remove this flexibility and would apply 

rigid floor area requirements that would result in a house much smaller than the adjacent houses, 

and one that would look ridiculous on West Point Road.  It is very important that the design 
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process allow the flexibility to build larger homes that blend in with their neighbors than allowed 

by the maximum floor area regulations, as does the current RID process. 

 

The lot at 941 West Point Road is 6,534 sq. ft. and the house floor area is 5,549 sq. ft; the house 

has two stories as viewed from the street, and three stories from the lake.   The ratio 5,549/6,534 

equals 85%.  On the other hand our 951 West Point Road lot is 11761.2 sq. ft. and the current 

house is 4,144 sq. ft. which is a ratio of only 35%.  If we were to build to 85%, that would be .85 

x 11,761.2 or 9,997 sq. ft. of house, which would be a very large house -- three stories of 3,332 

sq. ft. per story.  More realistic might be a 6,000 sq. ft house, which would still be just 51% 

(6,000/11,761.2).  Given that the 941 West Point Road floor area is 85% of their lot size, we 

should be able to build more than 35% or 40% at 951 West Point Road, but probably less than 

85%, which many would consider excessive.  Fifty to sixty percent might be a good compromise, 

in order to allow a house similar to the others on the street, and one with two stories as seen from 

the street and three from the lake. 

 

It is very unfair to property owners to substantially change development ground rules after some 

homes in a neighborhood have been developed but before others have been developed.  

Specifically, it is unfair to a new owner to have much larger houses next door and down the street 

than the new owner would be allowed to build just because the new house is built under more 

restrictive regulations than the neighboring houses were built under. 

 

The planning commission should consider the fact that overly restrictive land use requirements 

serve to diminish property values, not just for the affected lots, but for all lots in the community 

since everyone will be restricted should they desire to build a new home or even remodel their 

existing home.  The proposed Code Amendments will surely have a negative effect on property 

values throughout Lake Oswego.   

 

Yours very truly, 

 
Patricia B.E. Woolsey 
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