
 

November 19, 2012 

To: Lake Oswego City Council; Attn: Laura Weigel 

FM: Tom Cusack, Lake Oswego Resident 

Subject: November 20, 2012 Meeting Testimony; Agenda  Item 5.2, Resolution 12-52, 

Preliminary Approval of the Complete Neighborhoods and Housing Goals and Policies in the 

Updated Comprehensive Plan (LU 12-0018) 

I have lived in Mountain Park in Lake Oswego for 32 years. For the record, until I retired 5 years 

ago, I was the Oregon HUD Field Office Director, serving in that position for a decade and for 

another 15 years as the HUD/FHA Single Family and Multifamily Director in the Oregon HUD 

Office. I also write the Oregon Housing Blog, which now has more than 2,700 posts since my 

retirement. While I serve on several advisory and non-profit boards, these comments represent 

my personal views and not the views of those organizations  

I am writing in support of the resolution and the Complete Neighborhoods and Housing Goals 

and Policies in the Updated Comprehensive Plan, including  the Housing Choice and Housing 

Affordabilty Provisions.   

I want to commend the City  of Lake Oswego and Council for the extensive process used to 

develop these goals and policies that has included a community wide summit meeting, frequent 

meetings and refinement by  your Citizen Advisory Committee, a work session and then formal 

review by your Planning Commission, and a prior study session with the City Council.   

I have personally participated and provided testimony on these polcies in the community wide 

summit meeting , in mutliple CAC meetings, and before the Planning Commision.  

I also note that the Planning Commission has previously received July 2012 written testimony 

from several non profits and also Lake Oswego residents ( including myself) in support of the 

housing policies in the revised comprehensive plan.  

I therfore want to express strong support for the these Housing Choice and Housing 

Affordability provisions in the revised Comprehensive Plan: 

B. HOUSING CHOICE 

B-1 Provide the opportunity for housing that accommodates evolving community needs, 

including diverse household compositions. 

B-2 Expand the range of housing types in appropriate locations, including detached and 
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attached homes centered around shared courtyards. 

B-3 Provide incentives for the development of secondary dwelling units to increase 

opportunities for small-scale housing. 

B-4 Allow diverse types of housing that can accommodate the elderly including frail elderly, 

persons with medical disabilities, disabled families and other special needs populations in 

all zones. 

B-S Allow the development of housing that can be adapted to accommodate changing 

housing needs over time. 

 

C. HOUSING AFFORDABILITY 

C-1 Set broad ten and twenty-year goals for the identification and production of affordable 

housing units in lake Oswego, along with specific five-year targets based on near-term 

conditions and resource availability. 

C-2 Provide fair access to housing that does not restrict housing choice or the availability of 

housing choice because of race, color, religion, sex, disability, familial status, national 

origin, marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity, or source of income, in addition 

to any other protected statuses under state, federal or local law. 

C-3 Provide incentives to promote the development of affordable housing in multi-family 

residential and mixed-use locations near public transit and commercial amenities. 

C-4 Work with the lake Oswego Redevelopment Agency to establish strategies and minimum 

target percentages of affordable housing units as part of lake Oswego urban renewal 

plans. Tailor customized strategies for each plan to reflect the citywide targets required to 

accomplish affordable housing goals. 

C-S Require no net loss of government assisted housing. 

C-6 Participate where appropriate with public agencies including the Clackamas County 

Community Development Department, the Clackamas County Housing Authority, Metro, 

and the Oregon Department of Housing and Community Services, as well as with non-

profitorganizations, developers, and others to retain and increase the supply of affordable 

housing in Lake Oswego. 

C-7 Establish incentives and/or other programs to promote remodeling and retrofitting of 

older more affordable homes. 

 

I look forward to the timely development of an action plan to put these important housing 

policies into place. 
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