
 
 

 
 
 

 
July 6, 2012 
 
Lake Oswego Planning Commission 
Submitted via email to Iris McCaleb 
imccaleb@ci.oswego.or.us 
 
RE:  Comprehensive Plan Housing Affordability Goals & Policies 
 
I applaud the work of the Citizen Advisory Committee and their recommended amendments 
to the goals and policies of the Comprehensive Plan with regard to housing affordability.  I 
urge the Planning Commission to adopt these amendments. 
 
I want to appreciate the significant amount of discussion and staff work that supported the 
Citizen Advisory Committee in developing these policies, and note that the 
recommendations represent a consensus of the Committee. 
 
The seven affordable housing policies provide a comprehensive package to support 
success.  They call for the creation of measurable goals for accountability, the commitment 
of resources and incentives, they understand the critical opportunity presented in urban 
renewal districts, the importance of preserving existing affordability, and the need to foster 
strong partnerships.  Together, these policies can provide a clear guide for City leadership, 
staff and developers. 
 
Preserving and creating affordable housing to meet the needs of current and future 
residents of Lake Oswego will be hard work and require the commitment and ingenuity of 
community leaders, residents and partners.  The policies recommended by the CAC are a 
great first step in this effort.  They establish a clear statement of community goals and 
aspirations, and begin to outline some of the implementation steps going forward.  
Translating these goals and policies into action in urban renewal plans, in a toolbox of 
programs and resources, and as specific development opportunities arise, will be the real 
challenge faced by the City.  I look forward to working with the City to provide support, 
technical assistance, and potentially as a developer, to help the City achieve the vision of a 
community where there is housing “that serves a range of ages, incomes and households.”  
When everyone in the community has a safe, affordable place to call home, we all prosper. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Martha McLennan 
Executive Director 

2316 SE Willard Street 
Milwaukie, Oregon  97222-7740 
 

phone: 503-654-1007 

web: www.nwhousing.org 
email: info@nwhousing.org 

 

fax: 503-654-1319 
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