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tree City Usa: 
Celebrating 26 years
Lake Oswego is celebrating its 26th year as a Tree City USA 
(TCUSA), a certification provided by the National Arbor Day 
Foundation to recognize cities for demonstrating a strong 
commitment to managing and caring for trees. Over the last 
26 years, Lake Oswego has met the four TCUSA standards by 
maintaining a tree board, a tree ordinance, a minimum $2 per 
capita expenditure for tree planting and maintenance, and an 
annual celebration and proclamation of Arbor Day. There are 
currently 56 TCUSA communities throughout Oregon. Visit www.
arborday.org/programs/treecityusa/ to learn more.

arbor WeeK: 
april 5-11
Arbor Day is America’s National Tree Holiday, observed on the 
last Friday of April to celebrate the role of trees in our lives and 
to promote tree planting and care. In Oregon we celebrate an 
entire Arbor Week which is the first full week in April. Learn 
more at www.arborday.org/arborday/oregon/. The City Council 
proclaimed April 5-11, 2015, as Lake Oswego Arbor Week at the 
March 17th council meeting.

“The wonder is that we can see these 
trees and not wonder more.”

~ Ralph Waldo Emerson

Ways to Celebrate DUring arbor WeeK
Stafford Grove tree PlantinG & Poetry 
readinG
Thursday, April 9, 1:30-2:30pm, 1061 Sunningdale Road
Celebrate the City’s newest park with neighbors from the Forest 
Hills/First Edition Neighborhood Association and join them in 
planting a tree. Poetry will be read by former Oregon Poet Laureate 
Paulann Petersen and members of The Friends of William Stafford. 
Refreshments will be provided.

BloSSominG tree Craft 
Saturday, April 11, 2-4pm at Lake Oswego Library, 706 Fourth St.
Tree lovers of all ages! Drop by the library to celebrate Arbor Week 
by creating a beautiful blossoming tree craft.

CheCk out a tree-themed Book thiS week! 
The Lake Oswego Library, located at 706 Fourth Street, will have 
tree-themed books on display all week. Open daily: 1-6pm Sunday, 
10am-9pm Monday-Thursday, and 10am-6pm Friday-Saturday. 

heritaGe tree dediCation
Tuesday, April 7, 5:30-6:30pm, 14145 Redwood Court
Visit the Forest Highlands Neighborhood after work and 
celebrate Arbor Week beneath the crown of one of the 
community’s newest Heritage trees, a giant sequoia 
measuring 18-feet in circumference. Learn more about 
the City’s Heritage Tree Program during the dedication 
ceremony. Refreshments will be provided.

Barnyard taleS & heritaGe tree walk 
Wednesday, April 8, 10–11am at Luscher Farm, 125 
Rosemont Road
Join Luscher Farm staff and Lynne Bacon, storyteller 
extraordinaire, for a special Arbor Day story time on the 
farm, followed by a visit to the Heritage Trees located 
at Luscher Farm. For children ages 3-8; parents must 
accompany children. This is a free event, but space is 
limited so please register online at www.loparks.org - 
activity #10646. 



VolUnteer steWarDship opportUnities
Please wear sturdy shoes or boots and bring gloves and water. Unless otherwise specified, please contact Babs Hamachek, Stewardship 
Coordinator, at bhamachek@ci.oswego.or.us for additional information.

Southwood Park
Saturday, April 11, 10am-12pm
Friends of Southwood Park are sponsoring an ivy pull and 
invasive plant removal party.  Even a half-hour will help to save 
many trees and enable native species to return. A shovel and a 
rake are helpful to loosen roots from the dirt; please bring your 
own equipment. 

iron mountain Park  
Sunday, April 19, 1-3pm
Friends of Iron Mountain are sponsoring an ivy pull and 
invasive plant removal party.  Snacks provided! Visit www.
oswegowatershed.org/you-can-help for additional information.

Glenmorrie neiGhBorhood annual ivy 
Pull 
Sunday, April 26, 2-4pm
Work together with friends and neighbors to clear invasive ivy 
from the Glenmorrie neighborhood, and then gather to relax and 
enjoy refreshments. For more information, including the meeting 
location, contact Judy Dauble at judy.dauble@gmail.com or 
503-636-1347. Visit some exceptional trees in the neighborhood 
while you’re there! Pick up a copy of The Trees of Glenmorrie: A 
History and Tree Walk Guide at City Hall (380 A Avenue) or on-
line at glenmorrie.wordpress.com.

SPrinGBrook Park  
Sunday, May 3, 1-3pm
Friends of Springbrook Park are sponsoring an ivy pull and 
invasive plant removal party in the area between Ninebark Trail 
and the west side of Uplands School. Take a walk through the 
woods while you’re there!

Free the trees
to CeleBrate arBor week we have a ChallenGe for you!   
Go free a tree!  
How do you free a tree you ask?  “The Free the Tree” concept started here as a non-organized 
effort in Springbrook Park many years ago.  Park users would clear one tree of ivy a day on 
their daily walk.  And this act of stewardship stuck! Friends groups throughout the city have 
continued this effort during their work parties and have inspired many to free the trees in their 
own natural areas.  

Want to try it for yourself?  To start, cut the ivy at chest height off the tree trunk then pull the 
ivy off to the ground.  Next clear the ivy around the base of the trunk as far as you can go.  The 
more you clear around the base the more time you have bought the tree!  This process is called 
“Air Gapping.” 

So here’s your challenge. How many trees can you free in honor of Arbor Week?  Want to join a 
work party?  We are very lucky to have amazing stewardship groups who organize work parties 
throughout the year.  We would like to thank these groups for all the hard work and heart they 
provide our natural areas in Lake Oswego.  If you are interested in joining the effort, learn more 
by contacting Babs Hamachek, Stewardship Coordinator, at bhamachek@ci.oswego.or.us.

Share your pictures! Get a picture of you or your friends and family freeing a tree and email it 
to me – bhirshberger@ci.oswego.or.us – and I’ll post it to the City’s facebook page! 

WorKshop series
For the ninth consecutive year, the City is pleased to offer a series of free Urban and Community Forestry Workshops for the public. 
Visit www.ci.oswego.or.us/planning/urban-community-forestry to learn more. 



UpDate: 
tree CoDe
On March 17, the City Council tentatively approved 
Ordinance 2664, amending the Tree Code (LOC 55) 
to provide a more flexible permit process for large 
forested parcels that is focused on urban forestry 
principles rather than individual tree regulations while 
still maintaining the wooded character of the city. 

The primary objective of Ordinance 2664 is to 
encourage and assist owners of large forested tracts in 
managing their property, while providing safeguards 
for neighborhood character, protection of water 
quality, and erosion control. The code amendment 
will create separate permitting processes for forested 
properties of one acre or larger, leaving intact the 
existing Tree Code for residential lots and new 
development. 

The new Minor Forest Management Permit provides 
for removal of a small number of trees with a simple, 
over-the-counter permit process that is scalable (e.g., 
based on forested acres) and uses objective criteria. 
The new Major Forest Management Permit, subject to 
approval of a forest management plan prepared by a 
qualified professional, allows for tree removal for the 
purposes of forest management, including managing 
for tree health and sustainability, as well as minimizing 
the risk of catastrophic events such as wildfire, 
drought, infestations, storm damage, and landslides. 

A City Council goal for 2015 is to initiate a community 
dialogue on other aspects of the Tree Code. 

heritage trees 
The Natural Resources Advisory Board recently designated four 
new Heritage Trees, including two sycamores at 16584 Roosevelt 
Avenue, a giant sequoia at 14145 Redwood Court, and a madrone 
at Oswego Pioneer Cemetery, 17401 Stafford Road. 

Pick up the new Heritage Tree Guide at City Hall or online at  www.
ci.oswego.or.us/planning/heritage-tree-program and tour all 35 
Heritage Trees that have been designated since 1998.

nominate a tree in honor of arBor week!
Do you have a favorite tree of landmark importance because of its 
age, size, species, horticultural quality or historic significance? Anyone 
can nominate a tree or group of trees for Heritage Tree designation 
with permission from the property owner. Nomination forms are 
available at City Hall or on-line at website address listed above.

Create a habitat... one yarD at a time
Friends of Tryon Creek and the City of Lake Oswego - together with the 
Audubon Society of Portland and Columbia Land Trust - have teamed up to 
create a unique program that supports urban gardeners in their efforts to 
create natural backyard habitats.

The Backyard Habitat Certification Program provides technical assistance 
and guides participants through three levels of habitat restoration: silver, 
gold, and platinum. The program focuses on the removal of aggressive 
weeds, landscaping with native plants, stormwater management, and wildlife 
stewardship.

Once you apply, a Friends of Tryon Creek Backyard Habitat Technician will 
contact you to set up a site assessment. The Technician will assess the 
state of your entire yard – not just the backyard. They will identify invasive 
weeds, listen to your goals and desires for the space, and help make 
recommendations that are right for you. Following the visit, you will receive 
a Site Report full of plant recommendations. You will also receive discounts 
and incentives for native plants, educational materials, and a certification sign. 
It costs only $35 to participate. The program is open to all small-lot property 
owners (an acre or less) and renters.

For more information and to apply, visit www.tryonfriends.org/protect/
backyard-habitat.

Native Camas pops into blue-purple blooms in front of a backdrop 
of well-placed ornamental plants. Photo by Nikkie West. 



Information: 503-635-0290                 

www.ci.oswego.or.us

poetry Contest
Be the voiCe for a tree, write a Poem for 
all to See!
In celebration of Oregon Arbor Week, National Arbor Day and 
National Poetry Month, the City of Lake Oswego is hosting a poetry 
contest for 1st through 12th grade Lake Oswego students. 

ruleS to enter
• One poem per entrant. 
• Tree-themed original, previously unpublished, poem of any style.
• Maximum of 14 type written lines in a minimum 11-point font.
• Submit your entry to TreePoemContest@gmail.com on or before 

National Arbor Day, Friday, April 24. 
• Valid entries must also include your name, telephone number, 

grade, and the name of your Lake Oswego school. 

JudGinG Criteria  
Poems will be judged on creativity, grammar and literary merit. First, 
second and third prize winners will be selected in each of three 
divisions: 1st-5th grade, 6th-8th grade, and 9th-12th grade. The 
judges’ decision is final.

PrizeS
Winners will be notified on May 1 by phone and prize packs will 
be awarded by the Lake Oswego City Council on Tuesday, May 5. 
Winning poems will be published in the Lake Oswego Review and on 
the City’s website, and printed copies will be available at the Lake 
Oswego Library Poetry Post. If you are a contest winner, your parent 
or guardian will be asked to sign a release form to publish your poem.

Trees    
 ~ Joyce Kilmer

I think that I shall never see   
A poem lovely as a tree...


