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arbor WeeK: 
april 2 - 8
Arbor Day is America’s National Tree Holiday, observed on the 
last Friday of April to celebrate the role of trees in our lives and to 
promote tree planting and care. In Oregon we celebrate an entire 
Arbor Week, which is the first full week in April. Learn more at www.
arborday.org/arborday/oregon/. 

“Arbor Day…which has already transplanted 
itself…to every state in the American Union and has 
even been adopted in foreign lands…is not like other 
holidays. Each of those reposes on the past, while 
Arbor Day proposes for the future.”   

     ~ J. Sterling Morton

Celebrating 28 years
Tree CiTy USA
Lake Oswego is celebrating its 28th year as a 
Tree City USA (TCUSA), a certification provided 
by the National Arbor Day Foundation to 
recognize cities for demonstrating a strong 
commitment to managing and caring for trees. 
Over the last 28 years, Lake Oswego has met 
the four TCUSA standards by maintaining a 

tree board, a tree ordinance, a minimum $2 
per capita expenditure for tree planting and 
maintenance, and an annual celebration and 
proclamation of Arbor Day. There are currently 
61 TCUSA communities throughout Oregon. 
Visit www.arborday.org/programs/treecityusa/ 
to learn more.

Heritage trees
The Parks, Recreation, and Natural Resources Advisory Board recently 
designated a 38-inch diameter Pacific dogwood located at Oswego 
Pioneer Cemetery. Pick up a Heritage Tree Guide at City Hall or on-line 
at www.ci.oswego.or.us/planning/heritage-tree-program and tour all 
37 Heritage Trees that have been designated since 1998.

NomiNATe A Tree iN HoNor of Arbor Week!
Do you have a favorite tree of landmark importance because of its age, 
size, species, horticultural quality or historic significance? Anyone can 
nominate a tree or group of trees for Heritage Tree designation with 
permission from the property owner. Nomination forms are available 
at City Hall or on-line at the website address above.

groWtH aWard
This year, the Arbor Day Foundation also presented Lake Oswego with a Tree City USA Growth 
Award, which recognizes higher levels of tree care by participating Tree City USA communities. The 
Growth Award recognizes innovative projects and urban forestry management, and was awarded 
to Lake Oswego for the 2016 Arbor Week Festival and tree code review and amendments. 

art Contest
TreeS of LAke oSWego
In celebration of Oregon Arbor Week and National Arbor Day, the City of Lake Oswego is hosting a 
Trees of Lake Oswego themed art contest for 1st through 12th grade Lake Oswego students. 

Rules to Enter
• One entry per person. 
• 8.5” x 11” size only, any medium. 
• Art should be inspired by actual trees of Lake Oswego, such as a grove of trees in your 

neighborhood, a tree at your school or in your favorite park, or other trees you notice around 
town.

• Drop-off your entry on or before National Arbor Day, Friday, April 28, at either: Lake Oswego 
Parks and Recreation, 1500 Greentree Road (the former Palisades Elementary School); or the 
Lake Oswego Public Library, 706 4th Street. 

• Valid entries must include your name, telephone number, grade, and the name of your Lake 
Oswego school on the backside of your art. 

Judging Criteria 
Entries will be on display at the Parks and Recreation office at 1500 Greentree 
Road through early May. Art will be judged on creativity and overall design based 
on the theme. First, second and third prize winners will be selected in each of 
three divisions: 1st-5th grade, 6th-8th grade, and 9th-12th grade. The judges’ 
decision is final.

Prizes
Winners will be notified by phone on or before May 12 and prize packs will 
be awarded at the Lake Oswego Farmers’ Market on May 20. 

Celebrate arbor WeeK
Check out a tree-themed book this week! The Lake Oswego Public Library, located at 706 4th 
Street, will have tree-themed books on display all week. Open daily: 1-6pm Sunday, 10am-9pm 
Monday-Thursday, and 10am-6pm Friday-Saturday. 

bArNyArd TALeS & HeriTAge 
Tree WALk 
Thursday, April 6, 10-11 a.m. at Luscher Farm, 
125 Rosemont Road
Join Luscher Farm staff and Lynne Bacon, 
storyteller extraordinaire, for a special Arbor 
Day story time on the farm, followed by a 
visit to the Heritage Trees located at Luscher 
Farm. For children ages 3-8; parents must 
accompany children. This is a free event, but 
space is limited so please register online at 
www.loparks.org - activity #14705.   

PAPer bLoSSomS CrAfT
Thursday, April 6, 3:30-5 p.m. at Lake Oswego 
Public Library (lower level), 706 4th Street
A Winter full of wind, rain and snow, means 
lots of twigs lying around in your backyard, 
and ours. Let’s take those twigs and make 
them bloom. Visit the library to create paper 
blossoms to welcome Spring and celebrate 
Arbor Week. Recommended for ages 5 -10.

HeriTAge Tree CeLebrATioN 
Friday, April 7, 12-1 p.m. at Oswego Pioneer 
Cemetery, 17401 Stafford Road
Celebrate Arbor Week at the resting place 
of Lake Oswego’s founding families and 

citizens, and enjoy a piece of cake under the 
City’s newest Heritage Tree, the only Pacific 
dogwood currently designated. Learn more 
about the City’s Heritage Tree Program and 
about the rich history of Oswego Pioneer 
Cemetery dating back to 1850.   

For more information on Arbor Week or Urban 
and Community Forestry events, visit www.
lakeoswego.city or contact 503-635-0290.

presCHool natUre WalKs

Friends of Springbrook Park will provide the enthusiastic nature guides 
and exploration buckets, you provide the preschooler! The exploration 
buckets contain a magnifying glass, a bug catcher, a digging tool and 
much more. Kids and parents will find out how easy and fun it is to 
learn about nature. Geared to children ages 2-6, but all are welcome.  
Meet at the Springbrook Park entrance at Uplands Elementary School, 
2055 Wembley Park Road. For more information, contact Anne Lider 
at 503-701-2291 or anne.lider@gmail. 

Friday, April 14, 10:30-11:30 a.m.
doWN UNder: Explore the ground under the trees as you 
look for worms, bugs and other signs of life.  Pick up sticks and poke 
into holes to see how deep they go! Can you find holes that could be 
homes for some kind of small animal? 
Friday, April 21, 10:30-11:30 a.m.
LookiNg UP: Let’s look up above us for birds, squirrels and 
other friends that make their home above our heads.  What can we 
hear, smell, touch and see under the leafy green roof of the forest?

steWardsHip 
opportUnities
In the city, over 600 acres of parks and open spaces contribute to 
important habitat for plants and animals, watershed and stormwater 
management and health, and are places for the community to 
connect with nature. To help keep our parks and open spaces healthy 
and beautiful, the City works with a number of volunteer and Friends 
Groups. Upcoming opportunities for you to help are listed in the April 
HelloLO, Parks & Recreation section. 



Information: 503-635-0290                 

www.lakeoswego.city

oUt on a limb -  
ivy and Us 
By: Mike Buck
All of us share both history and land with trees. We are all “natural,” 
part of an ecology and depend on one another for our survival. This 
social component extends both ways and we are healthier if we see 
and act in harmony with who and what live among us.  

Over the last 170 million years, trees have evolved from solely 
evergreen species to a deciduous character, ostensibly to adapt to 
critical winter forces that threaten their sustenance when in full 
array with foliage. So, in the cooler fall, the process of abscission 
takes place and hardwood trees shed their leaves preparing for 
the onslaught of harsh conditions. This winter, we witnessed many 
trees suffering affects from the weight and freight of snow and 
sleet storms. Many collapsed from this stress not because of poor 
structure or soil conditions but due to the additional, unwanted 
burden of a non-native occupant, IVY.  

When not controlled, ivy can dominate a landscape and  
literally bully its way to become master of its domain. 

Though not a “killer” of trees since it is not parasitic, it can weaken 
and gradually cause a tree’s earlier demise. Like us, trees prefer 
light and nutrients. Ivy extracts these resources and unlike native 
vines, becomes a deleterious vegetation to both coniferous and 
deciduous trees.

Property owners can get rid of this piggy-backing invasive by 
cutting the vines with pruners, loppers or saws—depending on the 
thickness of the ivy. Circumventing the tree with cuts at both chest 
height and waist height causes the death of the vines vertically 
above. With care for the bark of the tree, one can pry and then 
extract the roots from the ground at the base of the trunk. If the 
vines are over an inch thickness in diameter, a person could wait a 
few weeks to do this since the living ivy roots will have lost energy 
without their foliage and will become easier to pull out.  

Comprehensive removal of ivy from public and private properties 
will help ensure a healthier community forest and help prevent 
damage to utilities, houses, and streets. Given a large percentage of 
our local trees having ivy, let’s do what is most human and natural: 
changing our environment in responsible ways for the better.  

WorKsHop series

For the 11th consecutive year, the City is pleased to offer a series 
of free Urban and Community Forestry Workshops for the public. 
Topics for the year include: Tree Pruning; Native and Invasive Tree 
Identification; Understanding the Tree Code: Removal & Protection 
Permits; and Landscaping for Conservation. Visit www.ci.oswego.
com/planning to learn more and look for upcoming workshops to 
be announced in monthly Hello LO newsletters. Please call 503-
635-0290 or email planning@lakeoswego.city for free registration. 

Update: tree Code 
Last summer, the City Council adopted 
amendments to the Tree Code to help ease 
tree removal restrictions for developed single-
family residential lots and improve the review 
and processing of permits. Some of the key 
improvements that have been implemented 
include:
• Increasing the size of trees eligible for a 

Type I “over the counter” permit from 10” 
in diameter to 15” in diameter and including 
any size of fruit-bearing trees. Type I permits 
allow the removal of up to two 15” diameter 
trees per calendar year, or any size or 
number of fruit-bearing trees, on developed 
single-family lots (other restrictions apply).

• Expanding eligibility for “over the counter” 
dead tree permits to include trees that, while 
not completely lifeless, are in a “progressive 
and irreversible state of decline.” 

• Creation of a new website with easy access 
to application forms, FAQs, seasonal tree 

care tips, and other helpful tree-related 
information. In addition, the public can 
search and view pending Type II tree 
removal applications in the City, track the 
status of these applications, and submit 
comments.

• Improved noticing of Type II tree removal 
applications. Automated notices are emailed 
to neighborhood associations when a Type II 
application is received in their neighborhood 
and when a tentative staff decision is made 
on the application, it is emailed to the 
applicant, neighborhood association, and 
anyone that submitted comments during the 
comment period.

Find more information and seasonal tree care 
and maintenance tips on the City’s Tree website 
at www.lakeoswego.city/trees or contact the 
Planning Department at 503-635-0270 if you 
have questions regarding tree removal or 
protection in the City.

WildliFe on WestvieW CirCle
By: Morgan Holen, Consulting Arborist
Linda Hoagland and Harvey Tucker have lived on 
Westview Circle in the Palisades neighborhood 
for the last 30 years. In February 2003, after 
hearing owls hooting outside their bedroom 
window, Linda decided to surprise Harvey with 
a birdbox from the Backyard Birdshop for his 
birthday. Harvey, an enthusiastic photographer, 
was excited to see what might move in, so he 
placed some unscented spruce, fir, and pine 
shavings inside the cedar box and installed it 
with a quarter-inch steel bolt about 25-feet up 
the trunk of one of the many Douglas-firs in their 
yard, carefully placing it above the understory 
shrubs and away from dense branches so the 
future inhabitants would have open space less 
inviting for predators. Much to their surprise, 
and delight, the birdbox had its first occupants 
within a few weeks, a pair of nesting Western 
screech-owls.
For several weeks, the new residents proved 
camera shy, as the female incubated an 
uncertain number of eggs and the male brought 
her food during the night. But, by late May, the 
birdbox was getting crowded, as the young had 
hatched about four weeks earlier and were 
growing and preparing to fledge. Harvey had 
been eyeing the birdbox for hours and days, 
hoping for a glimpse of new life. And then, one 
June evening, as the sun was setting and the 
owls were beginning a new day, Harvey caught 
a glimpse of fur-like feathers, then an eye, and 
then another! “You can look up at any given 
time and you’re not likely to see a thing, but if 
you keep trying, sooner or later there’s a photo 
opportunity if you’re ready,” said Harvey. “It’s 
a precious thing and worth the wait,” replied 
Linda.

Since then, Linda and Harvey have installed 
numerous birdboxes across their property. Linda 
described, “We give the birds options. Some 
years they’ll pick this one, other years they’ll 
pick that one, and sometimes we’ll have multiple 
nesting pairs on our property. But, they’re just 
nesting here, the whole neighborhood is their 

territory.” When asked what their favorite 
thing is about having a birdbox, Harvey replied, 
“Watching them, observing their behavior, and 
listening to the young call for food.”

After the young owls have fledged the cavity, 
it’s not uncommon for squirrels to move in, but 
each year before the nesting season, Linda and 
Harvey scoop the birdboxes clean and add new 
unscented shavings. Their yard also boasts a 
variety of other elements that provide wildlife 
habitat, including native trees and shrubs and 
water features. 

Thank you to Linda Hoagland and Harvey Tucker 
for sharing their photographs with the City and 
offering us a chance to learn more about the 
wildlife on Westview Circle. If you have a story 
to share about wildlife in Lake Oswego, please 
contact planning@lakeoswego.city.   

Forestry at tHe marKet
The Lake Oswego Farmers’ Market returns on Saturday, May 20 at Millennium 
Plaza Park from 8:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Opening day will feature Urban & 
Community Forestry booths and activities.  Kids can spin the prize wheel, go on 
a scavenger hunt, and get their face painted with a tree, leaf, or acorn. Adults 
can talk to an arborist, watch a tree pruning demonstration, receive a free 
tree seedling and learn more about the City’s Urban & Community Forestry 
Program events and activities. In addition, Arbor Day Art Contest winners 
will be announced and prizes will be awarded. 


