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In Lake Oswego, the water we use to drink and bathe in is the same water 
we use to flush our toilets, wash our cars and water our lawns. While our 
landscapes do not require that same high level of treatment for their water 
needs, currently we have no other options. I’m frequently asked about 
capturing or harvesting water for use in the landscape. While that sounds good 
to the ear, the investment required to capture and store enough water to use 
on our landscape is a bit daunting - a 40 by 50 foot lawn would require storing 
around 25,000 gallons of water to make it through the summer. For most folks, 
the cost to install a system with that storage capacity would be prohibitive, 
plus I doubt most people would want a storage tank 20 feet in diameter and 
11 feet high in our yards.  

Another idea frequently bandied about is using graywater (waste water other 
than sewage. i.e. baths, showers and sinks).  Typically, a household will 
generate less than 400 gallons per week of graywater. So for that same chunk 
of lawn, a household would need about three weeks’ worth of graywater to 
give it what it needs weekly. Permitting requirements, plumbing modifications 
and potential hazards may make it impractical as well. 

Using barrels to harvest rain to water your garden or your container plantings 
can be an easy and fun way to offset some of your water use. So can using 
water discharged from your washing machine to water non-edible plants and 
trees. Unfortunately, neither of these practices will eliminate the need to use 
treated water on our landscapes.  Luckily, we have a ton of options on how we 
can better manage our water use. 

• This year be more mindful of what you are putting on your lawns and 
landscapes, both in the way of chemicals (see Yard Care Tips article) and 
in the amount of water you apply. 

• Make some decisions on where the water you pay for can deliver the 
biggest bang for the buck. Adjust your sprinklers frequently.  Reduce the 
run time on the controller or extend the time between watering by a day or 
so. Maybe let some of your grass take a summer siesta. Trust me, you’ll be 
back to mowing it in October. If you choose to wash your car at home, do 
it on the lawn. The grass will love the water and it will keep the soaps and 
other contaminants out of the storm system. 

Continued on page 2

Yard Care Tips For Healthy 
Watersheds
Lake Oswego loves plants – just look around you! We also love our streams, 
even when they’re a little hard to find, and we love Oswego Lake.  So what can 
we do to have our loves coexist peacefully?  Here are three hints:

1. Garden with native plants. Find ones that are well adapted to the light and 
moisture conditions in your yard.  You can get help with native plants from 
several sources:

• The city-supported Backyard Habitat Certification program provides 
hands-on guidance:  www.ci.oswego.or.us/planning/backyard-habitat-
certification-program

• Hands-on help from urban conservationists at West Multnomah and 
Clackamas Soil and Water Conservation District (www.wmswcd.org 
and www.conservationdistrict.org, respectively; call the one for your 
county)

• Native plant resources from the East Multnomah Soil and Water 
Conservation District (emswcd.org/native-plants) and native plant 
guides and garden designs from King County (https://green2.
kingcounty.gov/gonative/index.aspx)

• Multiple native plant sales in the region, commonly held between 
October and April. We try to announce them on the City’s Facebook 
page as they come up. 

2. Use only surface water-smart products in your yard.  

• Be careful with yard/outdoor chemicals. Buy, use, and dispose of them 
safely.  For more details, see the City’s Yard and Garden Care page:  
www.ci.oswego.or.us/publicworks/yard-and-garden-care. 

Continued on page 2

Try to avoid using yard chemicals with:

• Phosphorus: a nutrient that contributes to algal growth in the 
lake

• Copper or zinc: common for moss control but toxic to fish

• Neonicotinoid insecticides: harmful to bees and other pollinators; 
see the specific list of product names at http://www.xerces.org/
neonicotinoids-and-bees/

• Bifenthrin and fipronil: long-lasting insecticides found in our 
2013 stream sampling, they’re toxic to aquatic insects that are 
important food sources for fish, birds, and amphibians.

New Water System Now Online
With major construction complete, your new water system is now online! 

This year has been a historic one for the Lake Oswego-Tigard Water 
Partnership. In the spring of 2016, construction was completed on over ten 
miles of large diameter water pipe that was installed under and through 
four communities, including under the Willamette River and under the I-5. 
It took two years, three contractors and a lot of hard work to install this 
transmission pipeline, which is the new, reliable backbone to our water 
system! The new raw (untreated) water pipe was placed in service in late 
2015, pumping water from a new intake on the Clackamas River to our 
new treatment facility in West Linn. The new eight mile finished (treated) 
water pipe is also now in service,  delivering clean drinking water from the 
treatment facility to the Waluga Reservoir complex in Lake Oswego. These 
reservoirs supply water to Lake Oswego customers and onto the new Bonita 
Pump Station, before being pumped to homes and businesses in Tigard.

Recently, a second major phase of construction was completed at our new 
treatment facility. With this phase completed, over thirty-two (32) million 
gallons (mg) of water a day can be treated and delivered to homes and 

Continued on page 2
New river intake pump station (RIPS) on the Clackamas River.
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• Sweep off your driveway, and not into the street, but into a dust pan and 

into your garbage recepticle. 

• Keep in mind that water is cyclic. It’s probably the best example of “what 
goes around comes around.” All of the water that exits our property will 
end up in a lake, a stream or other water body somewhere and with it a 
host of pollutants not found in nature that can affect the health of  the 
lives downstream that depend on it. 

This year let’s adopt Wendell Berry’s take on the Golden Rule: “Do unto 
others downstream as you would have those upstream do unto you.” Let’s 
keep the water we pay for at home.

Call and schedule an audit. It can help you make these and many other 
decisions to better manage your water that can save time and money. 

Continued from page 1

Hanging Cucumbers
Continuing our edible garden theme, let’s talk about cucumbers. One 
of my personal favorites, yet also one of the most troublesome, second 
only to zucchini and melons in the amount of room they take up in 
the garden. Add to that the slugs seem to love them and you have a 
perplexing dilemma for a gardener like myself. I manage every year to 
get in one good cucumber plant and diligently stand by, salt in hand, to 
eradicate in pesky shell-less snail that should venture near. Limited space 
gardeners like myself can use containers to help mitigate these issues. The 
cucumbers grown in containers tend to be more consistent in appearance 
and are much less likely to be affected by pests. Use cultivars labeled as 
“compact” or “dwarf” for best results.

When choosing a basket or pot keep in mind that cucumbers need soil 
at least eight inches deep - a container equivalent to two gallons would 
be best. Be certain that adequate drainage out the bottom is facilitated 
by drilling holes in the bottom of the pot and adding a good two inches 
of rock before you put in the soil. Hangings will require that supporting 
lines be strong enough to hold the weight safely. Figure 25 pounds per 
container once mature and producing. Because of the weight, you may 
want to hang the basket before adding the rock and soil. The soil can be a 
general-purpose, peat- or compost-based. A peat-based mix will hold the 
most water and allow you more flexibility in watering.

Sow the seeds directly in the basket or use transplants to get a head start 
on the season. A two-gallon pot will support two plants. Space the seeds 
or transplants evenly in the pot. If you are using seeds, sow one or two 
extra to ensure germination. If they all come up, cull out the excess. 

Cucumbers need warm temperatures and at least eight hours of sunlight 
a day. Make sure you hang or place the containers appropriately. Water 
when the top one inch of soil is dry. You may have to water them twice 
a day if the summer is unusually hot. If you use a good quality soil mix, 
there will be ample nutrients for the first month. After the first month, use 
a water-soluble general purpose vegetable fertilizer.  Granular fertilizers are 
more challenging to work into the soil in container applications. 

Enjoy!

New SystemContinued from page 1

businesses in Lake Oswego and Tigard. As part of the new treatment 
process, the plant also recently transitioned from using the old filters to the 
new filters. The new granular activated carbon filters utilize an advanced 
treatment technology which improves the taste and odor of Lake Oswego’s 
high-quality drinking water. 

Later this year, the third and final phase of construction will introduce a 
state-of-the-art ozone treatment process to our water treatment system. 
Ozone, a powerful oxidant, will destroy taste and odor causing compounds, 
remove more impurities found in our water supply and will use less chlorine 
for disinfection.

This summer, Tigard Water Service Area customers will be enjoying the 
benefits of our communities’ partnership as their new Clackamas River water 
supply is delivered to customers taps through the new system! 

Over the coming year, construction will wrap up at the treatment facility, 
with completion expected in early 2017. The final major activities that 
remain include demolition of the existing administration building and filters, 
installation of the ozone treatment process and final site restoration and 
landscaping. 

Questions? Visit lotigardwater.org, email lotwater@ci.oswego.or.us, follow    
@LOTwater on Twitter or Facebook or call 503-697-6502. 

• For more information on safe products to use, look at Metro’s Grow 
Smart Grow Safe website (growsmartgrowsafe.org) for clues on 
what products have the lowest risk. Searchable by the problem 
you’re trying to solve, the site is available on an app so you can take 
the information with you to the garden center. Be very careful with 
those that show the “highest hazard.” Only use those labeled with 
“highest hazard for aquatic life and water pollution” when rain is not 
expected for several weeks. More detailed information can be found 
at the National Pesticide Information Center, housed at Oregon State 
University (http://www.npic.orst.edu/).

• If you must fertilize, use slow-release products like Clean Water 
Grow (www.cleanwatergrow.com), and apply only where needed.  
Be careful not to get it on your driveway, in the 
street, or in ditches or streams.

• Look for lawn-care hints on Metro’s Tools For 
Living site (www.oregonmetro.gov/tools-living/
yard-and-garden) and in “Natural Lawn Care for 
Western Washington” from Seattle Public Utilities. 

3. If you’re hiring help, get watershed-smart help.  Look 
to Ecobiz-certified landscapers for expert advice and 
practices that will keep your yard – and our water 
bodies – happy. Go to www.ecobiz.org and search for 
businesses under the “Landscaping” tab.

Yard Care TipsContinued from page 1

Toilet and Urinal Rebates
On July 1, the City will be 
changing its toilet and urinal 
rebate program. To maximize 
conservation, rebates will only 
be offered for EPA “WaterSense” 
rated toilets. These models 
have been tested by the EPA 
and have been proven to 
provide acceptable performance 
at 1.28 Gallons per flush or 
less. Qualifying urinals can 
be substituted if requested. In 
addition, to be consistent with other water 
providers in our region, we will be increasing 
the amount per rebate to $100 for each 
toilet (limit two per account). The program 
will continue to be offered to commercial 
and residential customers. 

For more information, visit www.
lakeoswego.city/publicworks/water-
conservation-program or call Kevin at 
503-675-3747.

Water Audits Available to LO 
Businesses & Residents 
Audits continue to be one of the best ways to help gain control of your 
summertime water usage. On average, customers who have had audits and 
have taken advantage of the many incentives available have seen reductions 
in water use of 25% or more. 

This year, let the City help you make some changes to your water usage 
habits.  To schedule your audit, call Kevin McCaleb, Water Conservation 
Specialist, at 503-675-3747.


