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September has arrived and with it the promise that things will be changing 
with the coming of fall.  Currently, all of Oregon is experiencing dry conditions 
- with more than 50% of the state in what is considered to be a moderate 
to severe drought.  While this is an improvement to the drought conditions 
experienced in 2015, warm and dry conditions still make it important to 
conserve water.  

The Lake Oswego Tigard Water Partnership along with other Clackamas water 
providers are closely monitoring stream flows on the Clackamas River. Lake 
Oswego water customers will be notified if river levels reach a point where 
we need to do more to reduce water use.  For now, continue to practice good 
water management on your landscapes and ensure that you are using your 
water wisely. This will continue to pay big dividends not only in lower water 
bills, but also helping to protect our water source for future generations. 

In western Oregon September is typically a dry, warm month – a transition 
month as we move out of summer and into the wetter, cooler fall. Dormancy 
in plants is triggered by shorter days and longer nights. Plant metabolisms 
will begin to slow down dramatically by mid-September as the days become 
shorter and the nights longer.  Because the plants are going dormant to 
prepare for winter, adding water during this time will not extend the growing 
season or help your plants green up. By mid-September your outside watering 
should be reduced by at least 15% to 20%. All regular watering should cease 
by the middle of October.

Use these guidelines for your irrigation system to help reduce your usage in 
established landscapes:

Reduce: Look at the schedule on your irrigation controller. Add up the 
number of minutes (run time) per zone and multiply by the days of the week 
that you water. Whatever that number is multiply by .10. That will be the 
amount of minutes you need to reduce times to achieve the goal. Divide by the 
number of stations to get how much to reduce each zone.

Calculate: It is recommended that grass needs about 1 inch or water per 
week - a little more or less depending upon time of year. Use these videos to 
help determine how much water your irrigation system is putting on the lawn 
every time you water: 

• www.ci.oswego.or.us/publicworks/using-water-gauge-video 
• www.ci.oswego.or.us/publicworks/irrigation-systems-videos Continued on page 1Continued on page 1

Getting Ready for Stormwater 
Season
The sky is blue. The breezes are gentle and warm. Ahhh. It’s summer in 
Portland.  But stormwater season is right around the corner, and you know 
what that means...

Got a wet spot in your yard?  Want to reduce nuisance puddles in your 
driveway? Become a Stormwater Star and learn to better manage the rain 
that falls around your home! This free program to help reduce stormwater 
runoff will teach you to build a landscape that uses soil, native plants, 
walkways, and other methods to improve water quality and drainage. The 
program consists of a design-build workshop series that provides participants 
with hands-on installation experience, and engages you in a supportive 
community to help you get the job done where you live! Your neighbors, and 
our creeks and lake, will thank you. 

The fall 2016 Stormwater Stars workshop series consists of:

Introductory Workshop: Plan and Design Best Practices
Sunday, September 18, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.  

In this workshop you'll learn how to identify and locate a variety of landscape 
approaches that are safe, simple, cost-effective, and environmentally 
effective regardless of the site's natural conditions. 

Workshops 2 & 3: Build the Best Practices
Sunday, October 16 and Saturday, October 29, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.  

Participants will receive additional training as we install stormwater projects 
at two demonstration sites. We'll work together to implement the final 
design resulting from a combination of the planning and design work in the 
Introductory Workshop. Because we will focus on different techniques and 
conditions at each site, participants are encouraged (but not required) to 
attend both sessions. 

Register for the fall 2016 Stormwater Stars workshops at http://swni.org/
stormwater. 

Backyard Habitat Program
The Backyard Habitat Certification Program (BHCP) - in its fifth year in Lake 
Oswego - provides assistance and incentives to residents with small lots (an 
acre or smaller) who seek to restore native wildlife habitat to their backyards. 
In addition to Lake Oswego, the program operates in Portland, Gresham and 
Fairview, and comprises nearly 3,400 enrolled properties, spanning 820+ 
acres, region-wide. It is a joint program of the Audubon Society of Portland 
and Columbia Land Trust, in partnership with Friends of Tryon Creek.

Overall, the Backyard Habitat Certification Program in Lake Oswego has 
enrolled about 320 sites. These sites are mostly single family residential 
lots, but also include several multi-family dwellings, and other public 
demonstrations sites like schools and religious institutions. Cumulatively, 
backyard habitats now span about 91 acres of the City of Lake Oswego.

Last year, the program conducted 51 site assessments and completed 32 
certifications, exceeding the contract targets of 50 assessments and 20 
certifications. Currently, BHCP is working with the city to have the Campbell 
Native Garden reach certification status, which is expected in late 2016. Lake 
Oswego already has 16 community demonstration sites, five of which are 
certified, including city, school district, church, and private (HOA) properties 
throughout the community. 

Other benefits of BCHP include community outreach and education, such as 
the 36th Annual Trillium Festival (1,000 visitors), various open houses, native 
plant sales (spring and fall), incentives for participants (discounts on native 
plants), and volunteer/leadership opportunities and trainings.

Did you know that fall and winter are 
the best time to plant natives? Check 
out the Backyard Habitat Certification 
Program at www.backyardhabitats.org 
and sign up. They can help provide 
a list specific to your yard so you will 
know what to purchase. Coupons and 
other discounts may also be available! 
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Let’s Talk Water
Replace: Any sprinkler that is not operating correctly or that is 
leaking.

Convert: All of your pop-up sprays nozzles to multi-stream rotator 
nozzles. Installing these can reduce your water use by as much as 

30% for each zone they are operating on without changing your timer.

Remove: Cap off, turn off or remove any sprinkler that is not needed 
(watering bare ground, drought tolerant plants, established trees or 
shrubs).

Adjust: Any sprinkler that is watering outside of the area it is intended 
for, for example walkways, driveways, patios, streets, etc.

Repair: Any leaking lines, drip systems, valves or other equipment.

If these dry conditions continue it will be very important to continue 
to be good stewards of our water use. If you would like to schedule 
a free water audit for your home or business, or if you just have 
questions, please call me, Kevin, at 503-675-3747.

Continued from page 1 Volunteers needed at the Down 
the River Clean Up!
The 14th Annual Down the River Clean Up is set to make a splash on Sunday, 
September 11. This year’s trash sweep at the end of the summer recreation 
season will cover a 20+ mile stretch of the Clackamas River from Estacada to the 
confluence with the Willamette River in Oregon City, and we need your help!  

Down the River Clean Up is the largest and longest-running on-water cleanup 
event of its kind in Oregon, co-hosted by local non-profits - Clackamas River 
Basin Council and We Love Clean Rivers. Each year, over 300 volunteers rally 
together in rafts, kayaks, and SCUBA gear to scour the streambed and banks for 
trash, collecting an average of 2-3 tons (over half of which is recycled). Since 
2003, over 32 tons of garbage has been removed from the Clackamas River by 
more than 3,000 volunteers. 

The Clackamas River is home to old-growth forests, bird species, steelhead, 
and is one of the last remaining wild salmon runs in the lower Columbia basin. 
While the river provides healthy habitat for wildlife, it also supplies the Portland 
metropolitan area with fresh drinking water. Due to the bounty, beauty, and close 
proximity to urban areas, the Clackamas River has become known for attracting 
recreationalists of all kinds, including kayakers, rafters, tubers, anglers, and 
more. The high-use of the river and its nearness to cities, unfortunately, brings in 
pollutants and unwarranted litter.

Join us in turning restoration into recreation!  For detailed event information, 
volunteer roles, and registration, please go to: 
www.welovecleanrivers.org/clackamas-down-the-river-clean-up-sep/.   
All volunteers must pre-register.

For your hard work, all volunteers are invited to a free BBQ at Barton Park from 
3 to 5 p.m. featuring local 3 Guys Grilling of Damascus and prizes for the most 
interesting trash brought in!

Event sponsors include Clackamas River Water Providers, eNRG Kayaking, 
Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board, Metro, Clackamas SWCD, Clackamas 
County, American Medical Response, Oregon Parks and Recreation Department, 
City of Oregon City, Clackamas River Water, Department of Environmental 
Quality, SOLVE, NW Steelheaders, 3 Guys Grilling, and Portland Cider Company.

Photo by volunteer Chris Ortolano.

Water Audits Available to LO 
Businesses & Residents 
Audits continue to be one of the best ways to help gain control of your 
summertime water usage. On average, customers who have had audits and 
have taken advantage of the many incentives available have seen reductions in 
water use of 25% or more.  This year, let the City help you make some changes 
to your water usage habits.  To schedule your audit, call Kevin McCaleb, Water 
Conservation Specialist, at 503-675-3747.

Oswego Lake State of the 
Watershed - Presentation
September 14, 6 to 8 p.m.
Come learn about recent restoration projects in the Oswego Lake basin!  
Refreshments, networking, and raffle prizes included. All members of the public 
welcome. Visit www.oswegowatershed.org for more details and registration.  
Location: Hawthorn Room at the Mountain Park Club House,  
2 Mt. Jefferson Terrace.

Plant(s) D’jur
This time of year the garden is beginning to gasp its last breath 
of air. Most of what we planted this summer is beginning to fade 
or in some cases disappear altogether. By now we are thinking of 
breaking down the remaining stems and vines, cranking up the 
rototiller and putting it to bed for the winter. Yet in some cases there 
is still time to reap another harvest.

In our area, planting early spring vegetables in late summer can 
yield yet another harvest. Many varieties of the vegetables we 
planted this spring can still be planted in early to mid-September 
with a reasonable assurance of a harvest. Hard fall frosts do not 
typically occur here until late October or early November, so there 
is ample time to get in some more goodies. Be sure to turn the soil 
and work in fresh compost.  For our container gardening friends, 
you may want to remove the old soil and add fresh. Place your 
containers or pots near a sunny wall. You can cover them with 
plastic at night as the evening temperatures drop into the 50s.

Herbs like garlic, leafy vegetables like lettuce, cabbage and Kale as 
well as broccoli and cauliflower can withstand mild freezes. Some 
claim that they are tastier when chilled while growing. Peas and 
beans can handle the drop in temperature as well. Root vegetables 
such as onions, garlic, beets and radishes will still produce 
before the major winter storms. This is also a great time to plant 
strawberries, blueberries and other berry producers. Just don’t 
expect a harvest from them.

 By the end of October you should start harvesting the rewards.

 Bon Appetite!


