
Welcome to the rainy season! This gives 
us an opportunity to talk about another 
aspect of water conservation. Water 
conservation is more than managing 
your irrigation system or changing 
behaviors at the bathroom sink or in the 
laundry room. It also extends to an 
awareness of the water that is not 
consumed, but falls from the sky.  This 
surface water runoff carries pollutants 
and can cause flooding. There are many 
things you can do to help manage 
surface water runoff.  By reducing the 
speed of the flowing water and the 
amount that runs off your property, you 
help manage your community’s surface 
water system.

Storm water management has two 
parts. First it is a series of drains, 
downspouts, pipes, and catch basins.  
This part of the system captures the 
water from hard surfaces like your roof, 
streets, and parking lots, carrying it 
away to the nearest water body.  The 
second part includes the tree canopy, 
vegetation, and hillsides.  This part of 
the system captures the water and 

holds onto it or slowly releases it into 
the storm water system, picking up 
pollutants and preventing flooding.  

Here’s where you come in.  How you 
design and plant your yard helps 
control the amount of runoff into the 
City’s streets and storm drains. Less 
water flow means fewer pollutants and 
less flooding. Native plants filter out 
pollutants and allow cleaner water to 
enter the storm/surface water system.  
Let’s consider the benefits—and 
potential issues—of using trees, 
vegetation, and hillsides to manage 
runoff.

Trees: In a natural ecosystem, a large 
amount of rainfall is intercepted by tree 
canopies. As much as 25% to 40% of 
rainfall may never hit the ground. The 
State of the Urban Forest Report (June 
2009) generated by the Lake Oswego 
Planning Department  estimates that 
street trees alone in Lake Oswego 
intercept over 31,000,000 gallons 
annually. One mature evergreen can 

intercept as much as 4000 gallons of 
rainfall in a single year. Deciduous trees 
much less—500 to 700 gallons 
annually—largely due to their fullest 
canopy appearing when we experience 
the least amount of rainfall.

Deciduous trees also can increase 
stormwater issues in the fall as leaves 
collect in gutters and storm drains, 
slowing or stopping runoff from 
parking lots and streets. By keeping 
debris and leaves out of your yard and 
storm drains, you can minimize this 
issue.
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Water Meter Tips

Keep vehicles and trash receptacles
away from the meter box.

Keep the meter box free of 
leaves and other debris.

The holiday season is our second highest period of water use 
behind summer. Take some steps to prevent excessive usage and 
keep walkways safe:

1. Install low flow equipment, especially in guest and common 
bathrooms.

2. Sweep walks and drive ways. Don’t use a power washer.

3. Do not sweep your leaves into the streets or gutters. 

4. If there is a storm drain 
near your house, keep it free 
of debris to prevent 
flooding.

5. Make sure your irrigation 
system is off (at the valve) 
and winterized. Insulate 
exposed hose bibs and pipes 
to prevent freeze up.

continued on page 2

The City of Lake Oswego offers a Washing Machine Replacement Rebate of 
$75.00 that encourages commercial and residential water customers to replace 
their washing machines with efficient water conserving models. 

Machines must qualify for the State of Oregon residential tax credit. The rebate 
is offered on a first come, first served basis and will continue until funds are 
exhausted.

Give the Gift of Holiday Savings!

Winter Water 
Management Tips

For more information, visit the City website at: http://www.ci.oswego.or.us and search for “washing machine.” 

washing machine
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Vegetation: While shrubs and grasses also intercept 
water during rain events, they also stabilize soil and 
minimize erosion. Slowing the flow of water results in 
fewer dramatic changes in water levels. This helps 
prevent flooding and erosion of stream corridors. 
Grasses also act as filters, helping to remove debris, 
small soil particles, and other pollutants from entering 
streams and creeks.
 
Slopes and hillsides: Water flowing from slopes can cut 
into and erode road beds, the soil around foundations, 
and can even expose pipe. Using trees and vegetation to 
stabilize soils and impede runoff velocities can help 
reduce flow levels and minimize damage.

Irrigation: What you plant will ultimately affect how you 
water. Native specimens will naturally go dormant 
during the summertime drought, but a desire for green 
landscapes can cause many to water anyway. The excess 
water can enter the storm system at a time that is not 
beneficial to the environment. Temperatures in runoff on 
asphalt and walk ways can be high enough to negatively 
affect the natural water conditions. Standing water and 
pools can create habitats for mosquitoes and other 
pests. Controlling what and how you water can help 
minimize these “off season” issues.

It is important to manage our water, both treated 
(potable) and untreated (rainfall), throughout the year. 
As citizens of this great community, we can all do our 
part to help minimize these annual water runoff issues. 
We can make reasonable choices at our homes and 
businesses to reduce summertime water expenses, and 
the excesses and runoff that go with it. The City has staff 
available to help you manage these issues and literature 
is available on the first floor of City Hall. Feel free to 
contact us at 503-635-0270.

From all of us in the Water Division, we hope you enjoy 
the holidays (without taking a vacation from water 
conservation)! 

Take good care,
Kevin McCaleb
503-675-3747
kmccaleb@ci.oswego.or.us

On November 16, Tom Curtis, Legislative Director of the American 
Waterworks Association (AWWA), presented new regulations that 
the United States Environmental Protection Agency is expected to 
release. Two of the anticipated changes are discussed below as well 
as how the Lake Oswego Tigard Water Partnership upgrades proactively address these issues.

Water Quality: Revised water quality standards regarding volatile organic compounds and disinfection by-products will 
likely be seen. The upgraded treatment process planned for the Partnership which includes a new sedimentation 
process, ozone treatment, and granular activated carbon filtration, will improve our ability to remove and/or prevent the 
formation of these contaminants in our drinking water.
 
Water System Security and Resiliency: Another likely new regulation involves cyber security and water system 
resiliency. Partnership upgrades will address this regulation with a new Supervisory Control and Data Acquisition 
(SCADA) system and security improvements.
  
The Legislative Director also discussed the critical state of water infrastructure throughout the nation and the need for 
communities to prioritize and fund the upgrade of their water systems. Communities around the nation are facing 
infrastructure crises that the Lake Oswego Tigard Water Partnership is addressing. Partnering for clean, reliable drinking 
water is the most cost-effective option for both communities.

To find out more about the Lake Oswego Tigard Water Partnership,
please visit lotigardwater.org.

If you would like to learn how to landscape for water 
conservation, consider the Backyard Habitat Certification 
Program. The process provides personal and long-term 
assistance to property owners interested in creating cost 
effective and ecologically beneficial native landscaping. 

This collaboration among the Friends of Tryon Creek, the 
Audubon Society of Portland, and the Columbia Land 
Trust focuses on aggressive weed removal, native plant 
landscaping, stormwater management, and wildlife 
stewardship.

The certification process involves an initial site assess-
ment from the Friends’ Backyard Habitat Technician.  
Property owners receive a written Site Report recom-
mending site specific habitat enhancements that should 
increase infiltration rates and reduce watering once the 
plants are established.  Property owners also receive 
continued technical support and encouragement as 
they restore their property, access to a variety of incen-
tives to assist with their restoration efforts, and a sign 
identifying their property as “certified” when the process 
is completed.

The Backyard Habitat Certification Program launched in 
Lake Oswego in August 2011. Since then, over 100 
households have participated and over five acres of land 
have been certified as restored habitat. To receive a site 
visit and start the certification process, please visit: 
http://www.tryonfriends.org/protect/backyard-habitat/
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Red Twig Dogwood

Scientific name: Scientific name: Cornus albaCornus alba
Family: Family: CornaceaeCornaceae
Category:Category: Deciduous shrub Deciduous shrub
Height: Height: 5 to 12 ft.5 to 12 ft.
Hardiness:Hardiness: USDA Zones 2-8 USDA Zones 2-8
Soil pH requirements: Soil pH requirements: 5.5 to 6.55.5 to 6.5
Sun Exposure: Sun Exposure: Part shade to full SunPart shade to full Sun
Sun Bloom Color: Sun Bloom Color: WhiteWhite
Bloom Time: Bloom Time: Mid-spring to early summerMid-spring to early summer

A showy, red stemmed dogwood provides interest in the landscape year A showy, red stemmed dogwood provides interest in the landscape year 
around. Spring brings clusters of white flowers and blue fruit appears around. Spring brings clusters of white flowers and blue fruit appears 
in late summer. Stem colors change from coral in the fall to deep red in late summer. Stem colors change from coral in the fall to deep red 
in the winter. Red Twig Dogwood is a great habitat and food source for in the winter. Red Twig Dogwood is a great habitat and food source for 
birds and butterflies. It is fast growing and multi-stemmed.birds and butterflies. It is fast growing and multi-stemmed.
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