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The Charter of the City of 
Oswego adopted on January 15, 
1910, empowered city officials 
to enforce disparate, and now 
quaint-sounding, regulations 
such as:

“To prescribe the width of tires 
of all vehicles.”

“To protect the public from 
injury by runaways by punishing 
persons who leave horses or 
carriages in the streets without 
being fastened.”

“To regulate and prevent public 
criers, advertising notices, steam 
whistles, the ringing of bells, 
and the playing of bands.”

“To regulate, restrain, and to 
provide for the exclusion from 
the city or any part thereof 
of stockyards, tanneries, 
slaughter houses, wash houses, 
and laundries, and all other 
offensive trades, occupations, 
and businesses.”

City Government 
Controls Width 
of Tires

The first city officials reserved the 
right to regulate Oswego bands. 
Photo courtesy of Lake Oswego 

Public Library.

By the time Oswego was 
incorporated in 1910, the 
town had been in existence 
for sixty years. Three previous 
attempts to incorporate had 
failed.  Oregon Iron & Steel, 
the largest landholder in the 
area and the Southern Pacific 
Railroad had successfully 
opposed incorporation because 
they wished to avoid additional 
regulation and taxation. 
Residents of First Addition, 
the commercial center of the 
town, had several reasons 
for advocating incorporation 
including promoting small 
businesses, water quality, 
fire protection, debate over 
the sale of alcohol as well as 
governmental autonomy. The 
vote in favor of the measure 
was seventy-nine to twenty-two.  
Only men cast their ballots 
because Oregon women did not 
win the right to vote until 1912. 

Seventy-nine Vote to incorporate

This was the extent of the incorporated city for twelve years. Photo courtesy of Lake Oswego Public Library.

Charles N. Haines was a local merchant and one of the leaders 
of the incorporation movement. His store was located on the 
northwest corner A and First Streets where today’s Lakeside Gifts 
and other local businesses are located.  Among other offerings, the 
store combined a utilitarian bath house and the lofty-sounding 
Bon Ton Confectionery.  After incorporation Haines served as the 
town’s first marshal.

A circa 1910 photo Haines’ store. 
He is in the center of the photo without a hat. 
Photo courtesy of Lake Oswego Public Library.

Bath House, Confectionery, 
and incorporation

In 1910, President William Howard Taft began a baseball 
tradition by throwing the first ball at the opening game of the 
season.   During the next decade, Ty Cobb and Jim Thorpe were 
internationally famous and Oswego had its own locally renowned 
baseball team.   Retha Kaiser served as their mascot and team 
players included well-known early Oswego family names such as 
Didzun, Worthington, Shipley, and Blanken.   A baseball diamond 
was located where the Oswego Village Center, anchored by 
Albertson’s, stands on State Street today.  

The Oswego baseball team in 1915. 
Photo courtesy of Lake Oswego Public Library. 

Batter up!

Automobile on Oswego dirt road.  
Photo courtesy of Lake Oswego 

Public Library.

Oswego had at least two covered 
bridges, one over Sucker Creek 
and one on present-day McVey 
Avenue near the dam.  

did You Know?
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Almost seventy men from the Oswego area served in the Great 
War that later became known as World War I.   At home, citizens 
responded generously to fund-raising appeals.   In 1917 it was 
reported that a Red Cross Drive, “was a brilliant success for such a 
small town.”  The Oswego Woman’s Club erected a service board 
on Front Street (now State Street) in honor of those who served.  
Two Oswego men, Loren G. Harrington and Thomas H. Elston, 
lost their lives in the conflict.  

The Great War

Loren Harrington in his uniform. 
Photo courtesy of Lake Oswego Public Library.

In 1914, shiny fire-engine-red 
trains nicknamed the “Red 
Electric” brought a new mobility 
to Oregon’s population and 
facilitated development of 
previously remote areas such 
as Lake Grove. For ten cents 
one could make the thirty-
minute trip from Lake Grove 
to Portland.  This heyday lasted 
only fifteen years before the 
automobile supplanted it and 
the service was discontinued in 
1929. This extensive mass-transit 
system has yet to be rivaled. 

Red electric 

A Red Electric train at the Oswego Depot. 
Photo courtesy of Lake Oswego Public Library. 

The circa 1912 Southern 
Pacific substation still stands 
on Lakewood Bay.  It originally 
held 500-kilowatt motor-
generators sets to power the 
Red Electric trains.  After these 
trains stopped running in 1929, 
the building housed the looms 
of the Oswego Weaver’s necktie 
factory.   The housing shortage 
during World War II prompted 
the enlargement and adaptation 
of the building into apartments.  
In more recent times it was 
converted to condominiums.

An All-electric Home 

The Southern Pacific substation 
for the Red Electrics. Photo 
courtesy of Marylou Colver.

In June 1918 two Southern Pacific freight trains collided head-on between Goodin Station in Lake 
Grove and the Oswego Depot.  Miraculously there was only one fatality, engineer Willard Knight.  The 
cause was determined to be  the failure of men on train 231 to observe an order requiring them to wait 
at Oswego for train 234.  The trains were traveling at approximately twenty miles an hour and trainmen 
could not see the opposing engine until they were only three hundred feet apart.

Head-On Train Wreck 

Alda Rosentreter standing in front of the train wreck. 
Photo courtesy of Lake Oswego Public Library.

A 1909 conflagration that destroyed two First Addition businesses 
was the worst fire in the town’s history and with it came renewed 
worries about adequate fire protection.  Soon after incorporation, 
a volunteer bucket-and-ladder brigade was organized at a meeting 
in Koehler’s blacksmith shop that was located on Front Street (now 
State Street). The Koehler residence on the corner of Second and 
B, now enlarged, houses, home of Chuck’s Place, Terrace Kitchen, 
and other local businesses.  Arthur “Red” McVey, for whom McVey 
Avenue is named, was one of the first volunteers.

Fire Brigade 

Arthur “Red” McVey is on the left. 
Photo courtesy of Lake Oswego Public Library.  

Local businesses at the time of incorporation included Edgar L. 
Davidson’s drugstore. A 1914, bill of sale touted the following 
merchandise: drugs, cigars, ice cream, and Notox, a poison oak 
remedy.  Poison oak was a widespread problem in our fields and 
forests until development eliminated its prevalence. The bill of 
sale also listed Davidson’s roles as City Recorder, Justice of the 
Peace, and public notary.  Davidson later added Postmaster to his 
accomplishments.  E. L. Davidson was the son of pioneer, Lucien 
Davidson, a carpenter who helped build many of Oswego’s early 
buildings.  

Cigars and ice Cream

The E. L. Davidson drugstore in 1910. 
Photo courtesy of Lake Oswego Public Library.
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The Oswego Woman’s Club in the 1930s. 
Elizabeth Pettinger is second from the left 

in the second frow from the front. Photo 
courtesy of Lake Oswego Public Library. 

Glenmorrie was one of Oswego’s 
early real estate developments. 
Parker Farnsworth Morey, 
President of Portland General 
Electric, built a magnificent 
tree-filled estate on 600 acres.  
Morey’s son, Fred, inherited the 
property and he, with partners, 
subdivided the land in 1908 
and promoted their real estate 
venture. A bus was provided 
to transport residents and 
prospective buyers to and from 
the Oswego Depot.  A 1910 
advertising brochure justifies the 
$1,000 to $2,000 per acre price 
tag by comparing it to land in 
Dunthorpe priced at $3,000 per 
acre.  

Glenmorrie Lots $1,000 to $2,000 Per Acre

The Glenmorrie bus waits at the Oswego Depot. 
Photo courtesy of Lake Oswego Public Library.

After the collapse of the Oswego’s iron industry, the land began 
to be recognized for its real estate potential, but it wasn’t easy to 
sell.   The first development on the lake, Lake View Villas dating 
from 1912, was on the northwest end of the lake.  Lake Grove 
was considered a great place to picnic and camp, but not to live 
year-round.  The lack of good roads, the untamed shoreline, and 
the dampness made view lots more desirable than those on the 
lake.  Real estate promotions offered a lake lot for $50 along with 
a purchase of an acre view lot.  It was suggested that the lot on the 
lake could be used as a watering hole for the family cow. 

Buy a Lakefront Lot for $50

A 1910 view of Lower Drive, now Lakeview Boulevard.  
Photo courtesy of Lake Oswego Public Library.

The Oregon Portland Cement Company operated for seventy years in the Foothills area where the 
Oswego Pointe condominiums and apartments are now located.  The plant went into operation in 
1916.   Robert P. Butchart, whose wife Jeannie created Butchart Gardens in Victoria, B. C., was a major 
investor.  The townspeople welcomed the jobs the factory provided so at first they didn’t mind the dust 
that powdered the east end of town. 

dusted with Cement 

 An aerial view of the cement plant. Photo courtesy of Lake Oswego Public Library.

Latest best-sellers of 1910, such as “The Wild Olive” by Basil King, 
were not available from the public library because it did not yet exist 
as we know it. Libraries often charged a fee for use.  

Sarah Evans, an organizer and lobbyist who resided on Furnace 
Street in the neighborhood now known as Old Town, helped 
establish several organizations including Oswego’s Social Whist 
Club that evolved into the Portland Women’s Club in 1895.  Pie 
socials helped finance the project. This group was eventually 
instrumental in getting legislation passed that is the foundation of 
the public library system in Oregon. The Portland Women’s Club 
was also the model for the Oswego Woman’s Club founded in 
1906 by Sarah Evans’ daughter, Elizabeth Pettinger. Pettinger was 
instrumental in establishing the Oswego Public Libray in 1930. 

Pies for Books

In 1902, President Theodore 
“Teddy” Roosevelt spared the 
life of a trapped bear and this 
incident inspired the creation 
of one of the most popular 
and timeless toys, the “Teddy 
Bear.”  By 1907 the stuffed 
animal had become such a rage 
that the Steiff company sold 
974,000 teddy bears. Children 
and grownups alike carried him 
to school, the theater, and on 
walks.  Millions of teddy bears 
are still sold each year.

Oswego’s Bear Population

Ava Bickner and Constance Koehler with their teddy bears about 1918. 
Photo courtesy of Lake Oswego Public Library.

By 1910, there had been a post 
office in Oswego for fifty-
seven years and it took two 
cents to send a first class letter.  
Scheduled delivery of the mail 
started in 1905 with Jesse Coon 
at the reigns of his two-wheeled 
cart.  In 1910, Lester Clinefelter 
took over and delivered mail 
on horseback and George 
Washington Prosser served as 
Postmaster.   

neither Rain, nor Snow, nor Sleet

Jesse R. Coon, Oswego’s first 
rural carrier from 1905-1910. 

Photo courtesy of Lake Oswego 
Public Library.

Oswego Lake was called  "Sucker Lake" until the name was officially changed in 1913. The name of •	
Sucker Creek was not officially changed to "Oswego Creek" until 1927.
The pipe foundry, a local industry that was located in today's Foothills neighborhood, was •	
converted from steam power to electricity in 1910. 
Lake View Park, which later became the Lake Grove Swim Park, was built by the Ladd Estate •	
Company as an outdoor real estate sales office.  It was used to promote the first development on 
the lake, Lake View Villas, which was platted in 1912. 
The Southern Pacific Company constructed the railroad bridge across the Willamette in 1910.   It •	
was designed as an eastside bypass to keep rail traffic out of downtown Portland.      

did You Know?
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honor The pasT, CelebraTe The presenT and imagine The fuTure.

Stay up-to-date on LO Centennial news, features, and events!

 Website:  www.LakeOswego100.com

 Twitter:  www.twitter.com/LakeOswegoinfo

The City’s Library has a fantastic archive of historic photos, but would like to expand its collection. 
You can help! If you have old photos that relate to Lake Oswego, bring them to the Library. Your 
historical photo will be scanned and become part of the growing Lake Oswego Library online archive. 
You keep the original. This archive is easily accessible by the Library’s homepage, www.ci.oswego.or.us/
Library. For more information, please call the Library at 503-675-2540.

LAKE OSWEGO
Centennial Celebration 1910-2010

Seven Oswego women penned a 
letter to the City Councilors on 
June 15, 1910.  The letter read as 
follows, “Notice is hereby given 
that as the pig pen belonging to 
Mrs. J. J. Johnson of Oswego City 
has become a public nuisance 
on account of its vile odor and 
unsanitary condition, we do 
hereby petition our honorable 
body to remove said nuisance.”  
Enforcement of this request most 
likely would have fallen to the 
first marshal of Oswego, Charles 
N. “Windy” Haines.  

Pig Penmanship

Charles N. Haines, Oswego’s 
first marshal. Photo courtesy of 

Lake Oswego Public Library.

Control of animals was a subject that concerned the first city 
government. In 1910, the City paid Portland’s P. D. Cunningham 
Co. $3.00 to manufacture one hundred metal dog tags. These tags 
were issued for $2.00 each after the dog-licensing ordinance was 
passed by City Council in 1911. Imprisonment for not less than five 
nor more than twenty-five days was one punishment for scofflaws. 

dog Licenses $2.00 

Helen Carman with her doll and Charles Carman with his dog. 
Photo courtesy of Lake Oswego Public Library.

On March 19, 1914, the Oswego Woman Club’s Committee Chair, Mary C. Smith, petitioned the 
Mayor and City Councilors for permission to install a public drinking fountain on the southwest 
corner of A Avenue and Front St. (now State Street).  In 1966 Kenneth L  Davidson recalled that 
Oswego’s first mayor, Jerome Thomas “knew all of the cows by name.” His recollection continues, “I 
remember well the cows using the old drinking fountain at First and A, where a fellow had to take his 
turn with the cows to get a drink.” The situation was remedied by posting a board that read, “No cows 
allowed beyond this sign.”  Needless to say cows ignored the sign and continued to quench their thirst 
in the fountain. 

illiterate Cows

Cows on the beach at the Oswego Landing. 
Photo courtesy of Lake Oswego Public Library.

The Herbert Letcher Nelson family installed the first telephone in town in 1910 to take reservations for 
their increasingly popular boating concession. The family ran the Nelson’s Boat House on the southeast 
end of the lake where the Bay Roc apartments stand today. For outgoing calls they charged a nickel. In 
1918, the Home Telephone Company serviced the Oswego area and they installed a new switchboard 
that prevented operators from listening in on conversations.  The capability for “harmonic ringing” was 
also added.  The latter was a system for party lines, i.e., a single line shared by multiple households, to 
only ring the bell of the desired party.  Oswego’s first telephone connection with another continent was 
a crystal-clear, two-minute conversation with a party in Buenos Aires, Argentina in October 1930.  Mrs. 
Lula A. Baker, Chief Operator at the Oswego office of the Pacific Telephone and Telegraph Company, 
placed the call.  The charge was $48.00. By 1931 Oswego had a total of 511 telephones. 

Harmonic Ringing

The first telephone in Oswego was installed for Nelson’s Boat House.
Photo courtesy of Lake Oswego Public Library.

The covered bridge over Oswego 
Creek collapsed after fifty years. 
According to a newspaper 
account, “About seven o’clock 
a. m. Wednesday morning the 
bridge decided it had fulfilled 
its duty and fell into the 
creek.” A new bridge built in 
1920 took over the duty.  This 
bridge was designed by Conde 
Balcom McCullough.  McCullough was appointed Oregon’s State 
Bridge Engineer in 1919.  McCullough’s sensitivity to functionality 
and economics as well as aesthetics made him a nationally and 
internationally renown bridge builder. McCullough once described 
his vision for the five coastal bridges he was to build as “jeweled 
clasps in a wonderful string of matched pearls.”  Over the span 
of his long career he and his staff designed and built nearly 600 
bridges.

Landscape Jewelry 

Sucker Creek Bridge (now Oswego 
Creek Bridge) under construction.  
Photo courtesy of Sandy McGuire.

do You Have Historical Photos?


