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The Stormwater Code/Design Manual Project will establish requirements to protect and improve Lake Oswego’s water

resources (including Oswego Lake, Springbrook Creek, the Willamette River, Tryon Creek, and the Tualatin River), meet

regulatory requirements, and ensure transparency and consistency in how stormwater requirements are applied and

enforced.

Stormwater Code Design Manual Policies and Procedures Guidance

Staff will update the stormwater municipal code to eliminate redundancies and The new stormwater design manual will contain design guidance for traditional A new policies and procedures guidance document (included in the Design
inconsistencies, to improve clarity and readability, and to ensure that our code stormwater infrastructure, as well as “newer” designs such as rain gardens, green Manual) will outline administrative procedures for the stormwater plan review,
meets applicable legal requirements and minimizes barriers to LID. The City’s roofs, and swales. We are updating our design workbook to improve performance, inspections, and maintenance process. This will streamline the review of
Code update will support more consistent and predictable land-use decisions. aesthetics, and maintenance of stormwater facilities, and to ensure that development/redevelopment projects in the city and ensure transparent and
The new code will replace and remove ineffective code and/or revise and develop stormwater facilities are amenities that perform well over time, protect our water  consistent enforcement of requirements.
stormwater related requirements (Code Sections 38 42, 45, 50, and 52). resources and incorporate landscaping and features that reflect our community

needs and values.

Why Now?

. Lake Oswego will be re-issued its updated NPDES MS4 Permit soon. That permit requires Lake Oswego to change some of the ways it addresses stormwater in the City.

. Lake Oswego will be issued a UIC (Underground Injection Control) permit in the near future. The UIC Program regulates drywells used for stormwater management.

. The project addresses several City Council goals for water quality and natural resources.

. The public needs and deserves an easier and more cohesive process-- stormwater requirements are not organized in one place, they can be hard to understand and
difficult to implement.

. The proposed changes can make stormwater treatment facilities more effective, attractive, and better at protecting Oswego Lake, Willamette River, Tualatin River, Tryon
Creek and our other water resources in the community.

. The regulatory agencies and Lake Oswego City Council have supported a shift to low impact development (LID).
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